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COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY 
Regular Meeting – September 14, 2020 3:00 PM 

 
73-710 Fred Waring Dr. Ste. 112 

Palm Desert, CA 92260  
 

TELECONFERENCE ONLY 
Call: (210) 795-0443 

Conference ID: 17812804 (press # after entering code) 

In accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 issued March 18, 2020, 
certain provisions of the Bagley Keene Open Meeting Act are suspended due to a State 
of Emergency in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Consistent with the Executive 
Order and to maximize social distancing and public safety, the Conservancy will conduct 
this meeting by telephone only. Board members, staff, and the public may participate 
remotely using the teleconference phone number and access code noted above. Please 
mute your phone unless you are speaking. 

For Questions Contact: 
Abriana Elms at aelms@cvmc.ca.gov or (760) 776-5026 

AGENDA 
 

1.0 Call to Order & Introductions 
 
2.0 Approval of July 13, 2020 Meeting Minutes (See Attachment 1.) 

 

3.0 Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda  
 At this time, any member of the public may address the Governing Board on any 
 item not on the agenda. The Board cannot act on an item not on the agenda, but 
 it can place it on the agenda for a future meeting. For items on the agenda, there 
 will be an opportunity to speak when that item is heard. The Chair may limit the 
 time for each speaker. Any written material may be submitted to the person 
 taking  minutes. 
 
4.0 Closed Session 
 Pursuant to Government Code sections 11126 (a)(1), 11126(e)(1) and 11126.3(a) 
 the Board may hold a closed session to discuss and take possible action on 
 personnel matters and or receive advice of counsel on pending or potential 
 litigation. In addition, pursuant to Government Code section 11126(c) 7(A) the 

mailto:aelms@cvmc.ca.gov
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 Board may meet in closed session with its negotiator prior to the purchase or 
 sale of real property by or for the state body to give instructions to its negotiator 
 regarding the price and terms of payment for the purchase or sale. Confidential 
 memoranda  related to these issues may be considered during such closed 
 session discussions. The matters scheduled for closed sessions are: 
 
 No closed session is scheduled.  
 
5.0 Action Items - Public Hearing  (if there is any member of the public who wishes 

to address the Governing Board before action is taken, testimony from the public 
will be taken prior to a vote.) 

  
5.1 Adoption of Resolution 2020-13 Approving a Restoration Grant from the 

Proposition 1 Local Assistance Grant Program to the Center for Natural 
Lands Management for its Habitat Restoration Project at Dos Palmas 
Preserve. (See Attachment 2.) 

 
5.2  Adoption of Resolution 2020-14 Approving a Restoration Grant from the 

Proposition 1 Local Assistance Grant Program to the Living Desert Zoo and 
Gardens for its Middle Salt Creek Restoration Project. (See Attachment 3.) 

  
 5.3 Adoption of Resolution 2020-15 Approving a Capital Improvement Local 

Assistance Grant to Friends of Palm Springs Mountains for its Boundary 
Security Project at Existing Conservation Property Adjacent to the Upper 
Mission Creek and Big Morongo Canyon Conservation Area and Sand to 
Snow National Monument. (See Attachment 4.) 

  
 5.4   Report on Shumway Ranch Status and Discussion of Modifications to   

Improvement Project. (See Attachment 5.) 
 

6.0 Reports 
 
 6.1 Written Reports from Staff. (See Attachment 6.) 
 
 6.2 Executive Director Report. 

• Operations Update 
• Trails Projects Update 
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 6.3 Board Member comments and reports from Conservancy member   
  agencies. This is an opportunity for any of the Governing Board Members  
  to present a report on matters of interest regarding the agency he or she  
  represents.  
 
7.0 Adjourn to the November 9, 2020 meeting at 3:00 pm.  
 
 This Agenda is available on our website at http://cvmc.ca.gov. Anyone with 
 questions about any item on the agenda may contact the Conservancy by phone 
 at (760) 776-5026 or by visiting our office located at 73-710 Fred Waring Drive, 
 Suite 112, Palm Desert, CA 92260. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 – September 14, 2020  

Agenda Item 2.0 - Approval of July 13, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY 
REGULAR MEETING 

July 13, 2020 - 3:00 p.m. 
 

TELECONFERENCE ONLY 
Call: (210) 795-0443 

Conference ID: 17812804  

DRAFT MINUTES 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Bryan Cash, Natural Resources Agency  
    Buford Crites, State Assembly Appointee 
    John Donnelly, Wildlife Conservation Board 
    Kathleen Fitzpatrick, City of La Quinta (Chairwoman)  

Gary Gardner, City of Desert Hot Springs (Vice Chair) 
Elaine Holmes, City of Indio 
Richard Kim, California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Sally Lukenbill, CA Department of Finance 
Reid Milanovich, Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
V. Manuel Perez, Riverside County 
Steve Quartieri, California State Parks 
Joan Taylor, Governor’s Appointee 
Christopher Tracy, University of California, Riverside 
Ellen Lloyd Trover, Senate Rules Committee Appointee      
Ted Weill, City of Rancho Mirage  
Dennis Woods, City of Palm Springs 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: John Aguilar, City of Cathedral City 
    Richard Balocco, City of Indian Wells 

Megan Jacinto, City of Coachella 
    Susan Marie Weber, City of Palm Desert 

 
STAFF PRESENT:  Jim Karpiak, Executive Director 
    Kerrie Godfrey, Associate Director 

Diana Rosas, Associate Governmental Program Analyst 
Abriana Elms, Staff Services Analyst  
 

OTHERS PRESENT:   Dr. James Danoff-Burg, Living Desert Zoo & Gardens 
     

 
1.0      Call to Order & Introductions 

Chairwoman Kathleen Fitzpatrick called the meeting to order and declared a 
quorum with 13 voting members present at 3:00 p.m. Subsequently, three 
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additional board members arrived at 3:05 p.m. bringing the quorum to 16 voting 
members present.  
 

2.0      Approval of May 11, 2020 Meeting Minutes  
A motion was made and seconded (Holmes/Trover) to approve the minutes of the 
May 11, 2020 meeting. The motion passed with one abstention.  

 
3.0 Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 

No public comments were made.  
  
4.0 Closed Session  

No closed session was scheduled for this meeting.  
 

5.0 Action items – Public Hearing  
 

5.1 Adoption of Resolution 2020-12 Approving a Proposition 68 Infrastructure 
Grant to The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens for its Greening the Desert 
Project.   

 
Jim Karpiak summarized item 5.1 as presented in the staff report.  
 
Dennis Woods asked what the Living Desert is doing to accommodate entry to the 
park for residents of economically disadvantaged communities. Kathleen Fitzpatrick 
asked Dr. Danoff-Burg from The Living Desert (TLD) to respond. He stated that 
TLD is part of an American Association of Museum program that allows children 
who qualify for food stamps to enter the park at a reduced price. Gary Gardner 
asked for written information on the program so cities could publicize it. Kathleen 
Fitzpatrick stated that she would like to see the Greening the Desert Project 
expanded north of the I-10 freeway. Dr. James Danoff-Burg noted that TLD is 
excited about the project as it provides a great opportunity to reduce its carbon 
footprint and improve access to natural areas across the east valley in conjunction 
with its partners. Supervisor V. Manuel Perez stated he believes this is a 
spectacular project and appreciates all the effort put forth. Joan Taylor also stated 
her support for the project and inquired about entry costs to the park. Dr. Danoff-
Burg responded that he thought the cost was $3-5; but would have to verify that 
amount. Kathleen Fitzpatrick also expressed her support for the project. Richard 
Kim expressed his appreciation to staff for including the Proposition’s objectives in 
the staff report to help board members in making decisions.  
 

   A motion was made and seconded (Gardner/Tracy) to approve Resolution 2020-
12 authorizing a Proposition 68 Infrastructure Grant to The Living Desert Zoo and 
Gardens for its Greening the Desert Project. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

 5.2    Consideration of Climate Change and Desert Resiliency Policy.  

Jim Karpiak summarized item 5.2 as described in the staff report.   
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Gary Gardner stated he would be willing to volunteer for an ad-hoc committee to 
work on the policy. Kathleen Fitzpatrick stated that the Policy as written should 
suffice and recommended a motion to approve. Dennis Woods inquired about the 
methods of implementation and how they would apply to projects as money is 
appropriated. Jim Karpiak stated that the methods section is intended to provide 
examples only, so it will remain up to the board to apply the policy to individual 
project applications. Ellen Trover stated she believes that the board is applying 
these guidelines already in most cases and that this is more of a reminder for the 
future. Joan Taylor asked why only the Whitewater River watershed was listed in 
Methods of Implementation 3 b; Jim stated that it was not meant to be exclusive 
and suggested that we change it to refer to all local watersheds. Richard Kim asked 
if the projects that meet the different factors listed will be ranked higher on the 
scoring system. Jim stated that this policy is not setting a scoring system but could 
be referenced by the staff and board in scoring applications pursuant to the scoring 
system in the program guidelines.  
 
A motion was made and seconded (Crites/Woods) to approve the Climate Change 
and Desert Resiliency Policy as amended to reflect all local watersheds in section 
3 b. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

 5.3 Proposition 1 Implementation Status Report.  
   

Jim Karpiak presented agenda item 5.3 as described in the staff report. Diana 
Rosas highlighted Proposition 1 project achievements so far.  
 
Dennis Woods asked if there is a time line to spend the Proposition 1 funds. Jim 
stated there is no formal deadline, although the initial goal was to award funds 
within 5 years. Jim noted that CVMC does not plan to issue another NOFA until 
early next year considering the ongoing workload of our partners as well as the 
health crisis. Joan Taylor asked if there was an estimated date of completion for 
the Torres Martinez Wetlands Project. Diana responded that the Tribe is in the 
process of completing Phase 2; it was delayed by staffing issues, but they are 
hoping to finish this by April 2021. Joan asked if this current project included lining 
of the ponds. Diana replied that it is not and that the lining of the ponds will be done 
in a later phase of the Tribe’s first wetlands project.  
 
There were no further comments from the board.   
 

 5.4  Proposition 68 Implementation Status Report.  
 
 Jim Karpiak summarized item 5.4 as described in the staff report.  
  

Gary Gardner asked if there was a map of the economically disadvantaged areas. 
Jim responded that there are maps produced by the state showing the designated 
areas, but we have not yet created a single map plotting all of the Conservancy’s 
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projects; we will work to create one for the board. Buford Crites complimented staff 
members for their detailed work.  
 

6.0     Reports 

 6.1 Written reports from staff.  
 

Chairwoman Fitzpatrick announced Agenda item 6.0 and asked if there were any 
questions or comments. There were none.  
 

 6.2      Executive Director Report. 
 
 Jim Karpiak reported on the following:  

 
• Operations Update – staff continue to telework 75% of the time per 

CNRA guidance; staff members rotate time in the office to ensure 
social distancing and the safety of employees. 

• Future budget and bond funding challenges – as reported the state 
budget reduced the salaries of our employees by 9.23 percent in 
exchange for two personal leave days per month. To achieve future 
budget savings, some CNRA agencies are considering closing their 
offices, however after talking with some board members, staff does 
not recommend moving to a virtual office at this time. Our rent is very 
low and the value of remaining physically a part of the community 
outweighs the budget savings. The prospects for new bond financing 
in the next two to four years seem low, but the Conservancy has a fair 
amount of bond funds left.  Staff plans to make the board aware of 
the impact of new grants on our remaining resources when presenting 
requests to the board.  

• Trails Projects Update – the Indio trail has been completed; we are 
hopeful that we can plan the Grand Opening sometime in the Fall. 
The Long Canyon project begin construction in early fall, with an 
opening in late fall or winter. Staff is also working with several partners 
on a new trail ”wish list” that will be used as a basis for an 
environmental assessment later this year or early next year so that 
we can continue the Coachella Valley trail building program after we 
complete the projects in progress.  
 

 6.3 Board Member comments and reports. 
 
 Gary Gardner thanked Jim for meeting him in Desert Hot Springs recently to 

explore potential trail projects.  
 
 Elaine Holmes mentioned how popular the Indio Trail has been. She added that 

the City now permits street parking when the trail parking lot is full. 
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7.0  Adjourn to the September 14, 2020 meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
Chairwoman Kathleen Fitzpatrick adjourned the meeting without objection at 3:51 
pm.  
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ATTACHMENT 2 – September 14, 2020  

Agenda Item 5.1 Adoption of Resolution 2020-13 Approving a Restoration Grant from 
the Proposition 1 Local Assistance Grant Program to the Center for 
Natural Lands Management for its Habitat Restoration Project at Dos 
Palmas Preserve.  

BACKGROUND 
 
At its July 2019 meeting the Board evaluated applications received in response to the 
ninth Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA), under the Conservancy’s Proposition 1 Grant 
Program, and identified priority projects for funding upon completion of environmental 
review. The Center for Natural Lands Management (CNLM) has completed its 
environmental review and is requesting grant funds in the amount of $61,941 for their Dos 
Palmas Core Marsh Controlled Burn Project.   
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
CNLM is proposing a habitat restoration project on land owned by CNLM in the Dos 
Palmas Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC), also known as the Core Marsh 
as shown more particularly on the map attached as Exhibit A (the Project Site). The parcel 
was originally acquired by The Nature Conservancy (TNC) in 1994 as Caltrans mitigation 
for the reconstruction of Route 86, which impacted wetlands habitat for the desert pupfish, 
Yuma ridgeway’s rail, black rail, and the Coachella Valley milkvetch. TNC transferred the 
Core Marsh to CNLM in 2013, and with it the responsibility to maintain habitat for the 
above mentioned threatened and endangered species.  
 
The proposed project aims to conduct a controlled burn of the Core Marsh to remove 
excess marsh vegetation including cattails, reeds, bulrushes and common reed but will 
also target invasive species such as Tamarisk by treating with herbicide post-burn (the 
Project). CNLM will contract with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to prepare a 
work and burn plan for the project; BLM staff and fire crew will oversee the burn. The 
focus of the Project will be to preserve and maintain watershed that not only is critical 
habitat for federally listed species but also serves an intermittent tributary into the Salton 
Sea. Crews will work to thin out the marsh vegetation, not kill it, to enhance water supplies 
for endangered and threatened species that are negatively impacted by climate change.  
 
ANALYSIS 
 
In accordance with Proposition 1 and the Conservancy’s Grant Program Guidelines 
(Guidelines), eligible projects must implement the California Water Action Plan in the 
Coachella Valley by meeting one or more of the objectives listed in Public Resources 
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Code section 79732, with a preference for projects that are “multi-benefit” because they 
fulfill more than one objective. In addition, funded projects must score highly on the 
numerous project evaluation criteria set by the Guidelines, including technical efficiency 
and innovation, cost effectiveness, leveraged financial support, collaboration with other 
governmental agencies, grantee capacity, local economic benefits to disadvantaged 
communities or improved access to water for human consumption, and evidence of public 
and community support.  
 
Based on the Proposition 1 objectives and evaluation criteria, the staff and outside expert 
evaluation panel rated the Project as a priority for full funding with a score of 81/100.  In 
particular, the panel found that the Project qualifies as “multi-benefit” because it meets 
numerous Proposition 1 objectives, as discussed in more detail below.   
 
PROPOSITION 1 OBJECTIVES 
 

• Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (1): “Protect and increase the economic 
benefits arising from healthy watersheds, fishery resources, and instream flow.” 

 
Overgrown marsh vegetation is overtaking the natural water course on and near the 
Project Site, primarily cattails, reeds, bulrushes, common reed and in some areas 
invasive tamarisk as well. The presence of tamarisk displaces native vegetation and 
inhibits other native plant growth due to soil salinity levels and provides poor habitat for 
wildlife and birds. Furthermore, the Core Marsh was set aside as habitat for Ridgeway’s 
clapper rail and black rail and is the headwaters for the Salt Creek – habitat for the 
endangered desert pupfish. Removal of the marsh vegetation and tamarisk will reduce 
the draw on ground water resources, improve water quality and contribute significantly to 
the health of the surrounding watershed and habitat value for the Salt Creek; thereby 
enhancing the value of the Project Site for recreation and tourism that will provide long-
term benefits to the Coachella Valley's economy.    
 

• Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (2): “Implement watershed adaptation projects 
in order to reduce the impacts of climate change on California's communities and 
ecosystems.” 

 
The Project will restore water levels in the current watershed to a natural state, free from 
the degradation suffered as a result of excessive plant biomass and invasive plant 
species. This will allow the native organisms that depend on this ecosystem to adapt more 
easily to climate change. 
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• Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (8): “Implement fuel treatment projects to 
reduce wildfire risks, protect watersheds tributary to water storage facilities, and 
promote watershed health.” 

 
Tamarisk creates large masses of highly flammable plant biomass, and the leaf litter from 
tamarisk accumulates in large masses around the base of the plant, which creates 
extremely flammable tinder that increases the risk of catastrophic wildfires. The Project 
will clear tamarisk brush away from the dry leaf litter to allow natural water flows to wash 
the litter away and incorporate it into the soil, thus reducing the risk of ignition. In addition, 
burning not only reduces the vegetation mat but cleans it down to the ground thus 
reducing ground disturbance and returns vegetative matter back to the site in the form of 
ash, which acts as a fertilizer.  
 

• Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (9): “Protect and restore rural and urban 
watershed health to improve watershed storage capacity, forest health, protection 
of life and property, storm water resource management, and greenhouse gas 
reduction.” 

 
Tamarisk is an invasive that is known to transpire significant amounts of water, the 
presence of tamarisk is a continuing problem in the Dos Palmas Preserve and is 
problematic in the Core Marsh as there is a very strict water budget imposed on the 
Preserve subsequent to the lining of the Coachella Canal in 2006. In addition, seeds from 
the trees are spread by wind and birds into surrounding areas, potentially allowing 
tamarisk to become established in nearby open space, which includes significant of 
conservation land owned by the Coachella Valley Conservation Commission, Friends of 
the Desert Mountains and BLM. 
 
The Project will focus on cattails and reeds and will target tamarisk as an opportunistic 
species to spot-treat with herbicides post-burn to prevent re-sprouting which supports 
open forest health and aids in the protection of native plants that provide benefits to the 
wildlife habitat for wetland birds. Furthermore, the Project’s elimination of invasive species 
will not only augment water flow into the marsh and into the Salt Creek but will remove 
barriers to natural water flow and will promote percolation of water into the ground. This 
results in increased storage capacity as well as groundwater supply and again contributes 
significantly to the health of the surrounding watershed and habitat value for the Salt 
Creek.   
 

• Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (11): “Reduce pollution or contamination of 
rivers, lakes, streams or coastal waters, prevent and remediate mercury 
contamination from legacy mines, and protect or restore natural system functions 
that contribute to water supply, water quality, or flood management.” 
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Both native and nonnative plant biomass clog streambeds and washes, unnecessarily 
deplete water supply, and reduce percolation into groundwater supplies, thereby 
negatively impacting water quality. By reducing the marsh vegetation and treating the 
tamarisk, the Project will restore natural functions that contribute to water supply and 
water quality by reducing the amount of biomass.   

 
• Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (12): “Assist in the recovery of endangered, 

threatened, or migratory species by improving watershed health, instream flows, 
fish passage, coastal or inland wetland restoration, or other means, such as natural 
community conservation plan and habitat conservation plan implementation.” 
 

The Project will preserve and maintain a critical watershed that is used by both 
endangered and migratory species, including the Salt Creek desert pupfish and 
Ridgeway’s clapper rail, black rail, and Coachella Valley milkvetch.  As a result, the risk 
of species extinction will decrease, and a portion of the natural balance of the ecosystem 
will be restored. In addition, the Project Site lies within the Coachella Valley Multiple 
Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP) territory, and it helps to implement 
CVMSHCP objectives.    
 
OTHER PROGRAM AND LEGAL REQIREMENTS 
 
The Project will employ techniques that have proven to be effective over many years of 
implementation in the field based on the best available science concerning herbicide 
types and concentrations, as well as application techniques.  All herbicide activity will be 
supervised by properly licensed individuals. Current GPS mapping technology will be 
employed to track infested and treated areas, in addition to guiding workflow and 
progress. CNLM will be working in conjunction with BLM staff, who will provide advice 
and input on new science and techniques. CNLM and BLM staff have worked on similar 
projects and have demonstrated capability to successfully assist US Forest Service and 
other entities in past years on similar projects.   
 
CEQA COMPLIANCE 
 
CNLM’s environmental consultant, Aspen Environmental Group (Aspen), analyzed the 
Project under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and found that the Project 
constitutes activities required by the CVMSHCP that were already addressed by the 
existing environmental documentation and applicable mitigation measures. Specifically, 
the Project activities that would be funded by the grant were fully analyzed in the 
CVMSHCP Final Recirculated Environmental Impact Report and Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (together, the CVMSHCP EIRs). Aspen, CNLM and 
CVCC staff have reviewed those documents and have determined that: (i) the Project 
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does not constitute substantial changes requiring major revisions of the CVMSHCP EIRs; 
(ii) no substantial changes with respect to the circumstances under which the actions 
would be undertaken would require major revisions of the CVMSHCP EIRs; and (iii) no 
new information that was not known and could not have been known at time of EIR 
certifications has become available. Finally, all mitigation measures required by the 
CVMSHCP EIRs will be implemented by CNLM.  Therefore, pursuant to Public Resources 
Code section 21166 and State CEQA Guidelines section 15162, no additional 
environmental review is required under CEQA.  See Aspen’s memorandum, attached as 
Exhibit B. In addition, the Agua Caliente tribe is available to assist CNLM if any 
unexpected cultural artifacts are encountered. 
 
The attached Resolution 2020-13 contains detailed findings for adoption by the Board as 
part of Project approval in accordance with CEQA and applicable law. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approving a Proposition 1 local assistance grant to the Center for 
Natural Lands Management in an amount not to exceed $61,941.00 for its Habitat 
Restoration Project at Dos Palmas Preserve. 
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RESOLUTION 2020-13 OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE 
COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY 

ADOPTED IN REGULAR SESSION 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 

 
APPROVING A RESTORATION GRANT FROM  

THE PROPOSITION 1 LOCAL ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM 
TO THE CENTER FOR NATURAL LANDS MANAGEMENT  

FOR ITS HABITAT RESTORATION PROJECT AT DOS PALMAS PRESERVE 
 

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 33501 created the Coachella Valley 
Mountains Conservancy for the purpose, among other things, of acquiring and holding, in 
perpetual open space, mountainous lands surrounding the Coachella Valley and natural 
community conservation lands, and to provide for the protection of natural and cultural 
resources and the public’s enjoyment thereof; and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 33601(e) provides that the Conservancy 
may “in order to further the conservancy’s purposes as set forth in Section 33501, award 
grants to cities, counties, resource conservation districts, or nonprofit organizations….”; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure 
Improvement Act of 2014 (Proposition 1), the Conservancy operates its Proposition 1 
Grant Program, which funds projects of local public agencies or nonprofit organizations 
that implement California Water Action Plan in the Coachella Valley; and 
 
WHEREAS, on February 5, 2019, the Conservancy issued its Notice of Funding 
Availability 2019-01 (NOFA 2019-01) for watershed restoration and acquisition and water 
related infrastructure projects that are eligible for funding under its Proposition 1 Grant 
Program Guidelines (Guidelines); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Center for Natural Lands Management (CNLM) is a California nonprofit 
corporation, recognized as a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization by the Internal Revenue 
Service and is therefore a nonprofit organization eligible to receive funding under 
Proposition 1; and 
 
WHEREAS, CNLM submitted a Proposition 1 local assistance grant application for 
funding in the amount of $61,941 for watershed and habitat restoration in the Dos Palmas 
Preserve, where the habitat is currently infested with tamarisk and other vegetation that 
contain an excessive plant biomass in the Core Marsh; and 
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WHEREAS, CNLM will conduct a controlled burn of the Core Marsh to remove excess 
vegetation including invasive species such as tamarisk on the Project site in order to 
maintain the health of the watershed and prevent the need for future capital restoration 
projects; and 
 
WHEREAS, by removing and treating marsh vegetation and tamarisk from Dos Palmas 
Preserve, the Project will reduce the draw on ground water resources, improve water 
quality and contribute significantly to the health of the surrounding watershed and habitat 
value for the Salt Creek, thereby enhancing the value of the Project Site for recreation 
and tourism that will provide long-term benefits to the Coachella Valley's economy, which 
fulfills the Proposition 1 objectives identified by Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (1); 
and 
 
WHEREAS, by clearing out the excess vegetation and removing non-native tamarisk 
trees, the Project will restore the current watershed to its natural state, thereby reducing 
competition amongst species and allowing native species to adapt more easily to climate 
change, which fulfills the Proposition 1 objectives identified by Public Resources Code 
sec. 79732 (2); and 
 
WHEREAS, the controlled burn of the marsh and treating of the tamarisk trees will reduce 
large stands of highly flammable vegetation, thereby clearing away potential fuel and 
allowing natural water flows to wash away the remaining dry duff and incorporate it into 
the soil, which fulfills the Proposition 1 objectives identified by Public Resources Code 
sec. 79732 (8); and 
 
WHEREAS, the treatment and removal of marsh vegetation and tamarisk will limit spread 
of tamarisk seed by wind and animal activity to nearby conservation land owned by other 
conservation agencies, thereby preventing degradation of the habitat value of those 
lands; and furthermore, the Project will remove barriers to natural water flow and promote 
percolation of water into the ground, thereby increasing storage capacity as well as 
groundwater supply, which fulfills the Proposition 1 objectives identified by Public 
Resources Code sec. 79732 (9); and 
 
WHEREAS, the controlled burn of the marsh and treating of the trees will decrease 
biomass and soil salinity in the vicinity, thereby improving the quantity and quality of the 
storm water that is seeping into the ground water table and aquifer, which fulfills another 
important Proposition 1 objective identified Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (11); and 
 
WHEREAS, by removing excess vegetation including invasive tamarisk species, the 
Project will preserve and maintain watershed areas that are used by endangered and 
migratory species, thereby restoring a natural balance to a portion of the ecosystem, 
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which fulfills an important Proposition 1 objective identified Public Resources Code sec. 
79732 (12); and 
 
WHEREAS, CNLM has a qualified professional staff, strong relationships with local 
regulatory agencies, and a track record of successfully completing projects it undertakes; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the Project will remove excess growth of marsh vegetation and invasive 
tamarisk trees to enhance the value of the land as conservation land and facilitate ongoing 
land management, and as such the Project qualifies as a major maintenance project 
under the applicable laws governing the use of bond funds for capital projects; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Project is part of the long-term restoration and monitoring program 
contemplated by the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan 
(CVMSHCP); and  
 
WHEREAS, Aspen Environmental Group reviewed the existing environmental 
documentation applicable to the CVMSHCP, including the CVMSHCP Final Recirculated 
Environmental Impact Report and Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
certified in 2007 for the CVMSHCP adoption and the Supplemental EIR/EIS certified in 
2014 for a Major Amendment to add the City of Desert Hot Springs and Mission Springs 
Water District as CVMSHCP Permittees (together, the CVMSHCP EIRs); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Project activities were included in the actions analyzed by the CVMSHCP 
EIRs, and nothing in the Project constitutes substantial changes requiring major revisions 
of the CVMSHCP EIRs; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Project does not include any substantial changes with respect to the 
circumstances under which the actions under the CVMSHCP EIRs would be undertaken; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the Project does not rely on or identify any new information that was not 
known and could not have been known at time of CVMSHCP EIRs; and  
 
WHEREAS, all mitigation measures required by the CVMSHCP EIRs that are applicable 
to activities contemplated by Project have been included in the Project; and  
 
WHEREAS, Public Resources Code section 21166 and State CEQA Guidelines section 
15162 provide that where a project does not constitute substantial changes requiring 
major revisions of an existing EIR, no substantial changes with respect to the 
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circumstances under which the project actions would be undertaken would require major 
revisions of the EIR, and no new information that was not known and could not have been 
known at time of EIR certification has become available, then  no additional environmental 
review is required under CEQA;  and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in furtherance of the Conservancy’s purposes as established in Public 
Resources Code Section 33501 and the implementation of the Coachella Valley Multiple 
Species Habitat Conservation Plan to complete the Project; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Conservancy wishes to authorize a local assistance grant to CNLM in an 
amount not to exceed $61,941 to support the Project; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved in regular session of the Governing Board of the 
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy that the Board finds and determines that the 
Project meets the objectives of the California Water Action Plan and Proposition 1, 
including but not limited to those objectives set forth in Public Resources Sections 79732 
(1), (2), (8), (9), (11) and (12); and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board finds and determines that the Project 
complies with the requirements of the Conservancy’s Proposition 1 Grant Program 
Guidelines and is consistent with the implementation of the CVMSHCP;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board finds and determines that: (i) the Project 
does not constitute any substantial changes requiring major revisions of the existing 
CVMSHCP EIRs, (ii) the project will not result in any change to the circumstances under 
which the CVMSHCP would be implemented would require major revisions of the 
CVMSHCP EIRs, and (iii) no new information that was not known and could not have 
been known at time of the certification of the CVMSHCP EIRs has become available, and 
therefore no additional environmental review is required under CEQA pursuant to Public 
Resources Code section 21166 and CEQA Guidelines section 15162;  and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board approves a Proposition 1 local assistance 
grant to the Center for Natural Lands Management (Grantee) in an amount not to exceed 
$61,941.00 to support its Dos Palmas Restoration Project; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a condition of the grant is that the Grantee shall enter 
into a Proposition 1 Local Assistance Grant Agreement with the Conservancy, which shall 
contain provisions requiring the following: 
 

1. That the Grantee will agree to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the 
Conservancy and the State of California, its contractors, officers, directors, agents 
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or employees against any and all claims, liability, demands, damages, debts, 
judgments, costs, or expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees, arising out of 
or in any way connected to the Grantee's actions, omissions, or other conduct 
relating in any way to this agreement and the Project, including, but not limited to, 
any such losses, damages, or expenses arising out of (a) loss of or damage to the 
Project, and (b) injury to or death of persons; 
 

2. That the Grantee must complete the Project no later than March 31, 2021, unless 
the Conservancy agrees in writing to an extension; 
 

3. That should the Grantee violate the Grant Agreement in any material way, and fail 
to cure such violation upon written notice from the Conservancy as provided in the 
Grant Agreement, the Grantee shall reimburse the Conservancy for the full amount 
of the grant within thirty (30) days of a written demand from the Conservancy to do 
so; 
 

4. That the Grantee shall maintain accounting records of how the grant sum was 
spent for a period of three years and shall make such records available for 
inspection by the Conservancy or the Department of Finance upon request by 
either agency;  
 

5. That the Conservancy shall review and approve all material changes to the Project 
as described in the grant application prior to their implementation; and 
 

6. That Grantee shall cause work on the project to be commenced within a 
reasonable time after receipt of notification from the Conservancy that funds have 
been approved and that the project will be completed with reasonable diligence; if 
Grantee cannot submit its first invoice for reimbursement to the Conservancy by 
one year from the date of the agreement, Grantee will submit a statement of project 
progress that provides real assurances that the project will be completed prior to 
the completion date; and all final invoices for payment shall be submitted to the 
Conservancy within ninety (90) days of the completion date 

 
BE IT FURTHER resolved that the Board hereby authorizes its Executive Director, or in 
his absence the Board Chairman, to execute any and all documents necessary to effect 
the grant. 

 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Coachella Valley 
Mountains Conservancy Governing Board, held on this 14th day of September 2020, by 
the following vote, to wit: 
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AYES: 
  
NOES:  
  
ABSTENTIONS:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
 
 
              
      Kathleen Fitzpatrick, Chairwoman 
      Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy 
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EXHIBIT A 

Project Site 
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EXHIBIT B 
Aspen Environmental Group, CEQA Determination 
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ATTACHMENT 3 – September 14, 2020 
 

Agenda Item 5.2 Adoption of Resolution 2020-14 Approving a Restoration Grant from 
the Proposition 1 Local Assistance Grant Program to The Living 
Desert Zoo and Gardens for its Middle Salt Creek Restoration 
Project. 

BACKGROUND 

At its July 2019 meeting, the Board evaluated applications received in response to the 
ninth Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) under the Conservancy’s Proposition 1 Grant 
Program and identified priority projects for funding upon completion of environmental 
review. The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens (TLD) has completed its environmental 
review and is requesting grant funds in the amount of $158,108 for their Middle Salt Creek 
Restoration Project.   
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
TLD is proposing a habitat restoration project for desert pupfish habitat in Salt Creek, on  
parcels owned by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in the Dos Palmas Area of 
Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC), as shown more particularly on the map attached 
as Exhibit A (the Project Site). The proposed project has two components: 1) removal of 
invasive species (Tamarisk) that threaten the endangered desert pupfish, and 2) 
replanting riparian areas with native creek vegetation for the benefit of the pupfish 
(together, the Project). The second component is complementary effort with matching 
funding already secured from BLM and additional funding under consideration from the 
Torres Martinez Tribal Council. 
 
The proposed project aims to ensure quality habitat for the desert pupfish in the Salt 
Creek watersheds by reducing overgrown tamarisk that heavily shade the water, which 
in turn decreases the habitat suitability for the pupfish. Salt cedar/tamarisk along desert 
streams shade the waterway and significantly reduce the number of algae that grows in 
the water. Algae makes up a large portion of the desert pupfish's diet, so the lack of algae 
due to the presence of tamarisk, negatively impacts the pupfish. Studies have shown that 
tamarisk removal along desert streams is an effect restoration tool, as it significantly 
increases the abundance of pupfish in the treated areas. Tamarisk trees also drop their 
needles beneath the trees, and these dry needles increase the fire cycle of the 
desert.  Uncontrolled wildfires along Salt Creek would have very negative impacts to the 
water quality of Salt Creek, which would further reduce the survival of desert pupfish. 
Tamarisk have also been shown to cause narrowing of stream channels, and a reduction 
in habitat complexity provided in the water channel. Desert pupfish thrive in shallow, 
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warm, sundrenched water systems - the presence of tamarisk at Salt Creek is creating 
the exact opposite (deep, cool, and shaded habitat) of what pupfish need to thrive. 
 
By reducing large tamarisk that siphon large quantities of water, water flow downstream 
into the lower Salt Creek will improve habitat quality for the pupfish there as well. TLD will 
rely upon hand cutting and herbicidal hand-application to cut stumps. The removed plants 
will be moved inland away from the streambed and laid out in loose clusters and will be 
left to desiccate and provide shelter for wildlife, including for nesting birds such as the 
California Gnatcatcher.  Additionally, TLD plans to continue hand-control of tamarisk and 
the replanting of native species over the cooler winter months for another four years after 
the initial removals are completed. To help remove and treat the tamarisk, TLD will rely 
upon a combination of staff and volunteers from several partners including the California 
Association of Local Conservation Corps, AmeriCorps, Outward Bound Adventures and 
the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians.  
 
ANALYSIS 
 
In accordance with Proposition 1 and the Conservancy’s Grant Program Guidelines 
(Guidelines), eligible projects must implement the California Water Action Plan in the 
Coachella Valley by meeting one or more of the objectives listed in Public Resources 
Code section 79732, with a preference for projects that are “multi-benefit” because they 
fulfill more than one objective. In addition, funded projects must score highly on the 
numerous project evaluation criteria set by the Guidelines, including technical efficiency 
and innovation, cost effectiveness, leveraged financial support, collaboration with other 
governmental agencies, grantee capacity, local economic benefits to disadvantaged 
communities or improved access to water for human consumption, and evidence of public 
and community support.  
 
Based on the Proposition 1 objectives and evaluation criteria, the staff and outside expert 
evaluation panel rated the Project as a priority for full funding with a score of 85/100.  In 
particular, the panel found that the Project qualifies as “multi-benefit” because it meets 
numerous Proposition 1 objectives, as discussed in more detail below.   
 
PROPOSITION 1 OBJECTIVES 

 
• Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (1): “Protect and increase the economic 

benefits arising from healthy watersheds, fishery resources, and instream flow.” 
 
Invasive tamarisk is overtaking the natural habitat in or near the Project Site, thus 
degrading the recreational and scenic values as well as the biological values. The 
presence of tamarisk displaces native vegetation and inhibits other native plant growth 
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due to soil salinity levels and provides poor habitat for wildlife and birds. Furthermore, 
Salt Creek – habitat for the endangered desert pupfish and tributary to the Salton Sea on 
the northeastern side of the Sea, is densely populated by tamarisk. Removal of the 
invasive tamarisk will benefit the watershed by reducing the draw on ground water 
resources, improving water quality, increasing flow downstream, enhancing habitat 
quality, all of which will promote recreation and tourism and their long-term benefits to the 
Coachella Valley's economy.   
 
• Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (2): “Implement watershed adaptation projects 

in order to reduce the impacts of climate change on California's communities and 
ecosystems.” 

 
The Project will function as a watershed restoration project that will preserve or enhance 
water supplies for the endangered desert pupfish to offset expected results of climate 
change, especially as climate change increasingly affects the natural habitat in the Salton 
Sink and surrounding area. 
 

• Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (4): “Protect and restore aquatic, wetland, and 
migratory bird ecosystems, including fish and wildlife corridors and the acquisition 
of water rights for instream flow.” 
 

By restoring the Salt Creek watershed to ecological health, TLD will be able to continue 
its efforts in the support of the pupfish species. Currently there are only 14 established 
refugia for the endangered desert pupfish in California; subsequently, enhancing the 
natural pupfish habitat will only support the species to continue to thrive. Ensuring quality 
habitat for the pupfish is increasingly important as the threats to the species in their natural 
habitats increase due to changes in water management plans and human water 
extraction, leading to the decline of wild populations.  
 

• Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (7): “Collaborate with federal agencies in the 
protection of fish native to California and wetlands in the central valley of 
California.” 

 
The Project is proposed by TLD in consultation with the state of California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Bureau of Land 
Management, state and federal agencies, to re-establish and revitalize the desert pupfish 
natural habitats. Furthermore, TLD is committed to maintaining the wetland for 
conservation in perpetuity to keep the pupfish species in its natural watercourses. 

 
• Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (12): “Assist in the recovery of endangered, 

threatened, or migratory species by improving watershed health, instream flows, 
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fish passage, coastal or inland wetland restoration, or other means, such as natural 
community conservation plan and habitat conservation plan implementation.” 
 

By reducing the presence of the invasive tamarisk, the Project will augment water flow 
into the Salt Creek, remove barriers to natural water flow and promote percolation of water 
into the ground. This will create a healthier watershed with a greater ecological value for 
the desert pupfish and its natural habitat, thus decreasing the risk of species extinction 
and restoring a portion of the natural balance of the ecosystem. In addition, the Project 
Site lies within the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan 
(CVMSHCP) territory, and it helps to implement CVMSHCP objectives.    
 
OTHER PROGRAM AND LEGAL REQIREMENTS 
 
TLD staff have worked on similar projects and have demonstrated capability and 
extensive experience to successfully complete similar projects in past years. 
Furthermore, the Project will employ techniques that have proven to be effective over 
many years of implementation based on the best available science concerning watershed 
restoration and ongoing suppression of regrowth and replanting of native California 
species. TLD will be working in conjunction with CDFW and BLM staff, who will provide 
advice and input on new science and techniques. Accordingly, the Project qualifies as a 
major maintenance project under the applicable laws governing the use of bond funds for 
capital projects.  Finally, TLD has agreed to comply with all programmatic requirements 
of Prop 1 and the Guidelines. 
 
CEQA COMPLIANCE 
 
TLD’s environmental consultant, Aspen Environmental Group (Aspen), analyzed the 
Project under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and found that the Project 
constitutes activities required by the CVMSHCP that were already addressed by the 
existing environmental documentation and applicable mitigation measures.  Specifically, 
the Project activities that would be funded by the grant were fully analyzed in the 
CVMSHCP Final Recirculated Environmental Impact Report and Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (together, the CVMSHCP EIRs). Aspen, TLD and CVCC 
staff have reviewed those documents and have determined that: (i) the Project does not 
constitute substantial changes requiring major revisions of the CVMSHCP EIRs; (ii) no 
substantial changes with respect to the circumstances under which the actions would be 
undertaken would require major revisions of the CVMSHCP EIRs; and (iii) no new 
information that was not known and could not have been known at time of EIR 
certifications has become available.  Finally, all mitigation measures required by the 
CVMSHCP EIRs will be implemented by TLD.  Therefore, pursuant to Public Resources 
Code section 21166 and State CEQA Guidelines section 15162, no additional 
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environmental review is required under CEQA.  See Aspen’s memorandum, attached as 
Exhibit B.   
 
The attached Resolution 2020-14 contains detailed findings for adoption by the Board as 
part of Project approval in accordance with CEQA and applicable law. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approving a Proposition 1 local assistance grant to The Living Desert 
Zoo and Gardens in an amount not to exceed $158,108 for its proposed Middle Salt Creek 
Restoration Project. 
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RESOLUTION 2020-14 OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE 
COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY 

ADOPTED IN REGULAR SESSION 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 

 
APPROVING A RESTORATION GRANT FROM  

THE PROPOSITION 1 LOCAL ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM 
TO THE LIVING DESERT ZOO AND GARDENS FOR ITS  

MIDDLE SALT CREEK RESTORATION PROJECT 
 
 

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 33501 created the Coachella Valley 
Mountains Conservancy for the purpose, among other things, of acquiring and holding, in 
perpetual open space, mountainous lands surrounding the Coachella Valley and natural 
community conservation lands, and to provide for the protection of natural and cultural 
resources and the public’s enjoyment thereof; and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 33601(e) provides that the Conservancy 
may “in order to further the conservancy’s purposes as set forth in Section 33501, award 
grants to cities, counties, resource conservation districts, or nonprofit organizations….”; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure 
Improvement Act of 2014 (Proposition 1), the Conservancy operates its Proposition 1 
Grant Program, which funds projects of local public agencies or nonprofit organizations 
that implement California Water Action Plan in the Coachella Valley; and 
 
WHEREAS, on February 5, 2019, the Conservancy issued its Notice of Funding 
Availability 2019-01 (NOFA 2019-01) for watershed restoration and acquisition and water 
related infrastructure projects that are eligible for funding under its Proposition 1 Grant 
Program Guidelines (Guidelines); and 
 
WHEREAS, The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens (TLD) is a California nonprofit 
corporation, recognized as a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization by the Internal Revenue 
Service and is therefore a nonprofit organization eligible to receive funding under 
Proposition 1; and 
 
WHEREAS, TLD submitted a Proposition 1 Local Assistance Grant application for funding 
in the amount of $158,108 for its proposed Middle Salt Creek Restoration Project; and 
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WHEREAS, TLD will reduce the overgrown tamarisk invasive species to ensure quality 
habitat for the benefit of endangered desert pupfish species; and 
WHEREAS, by removing and treating tamarisk from Salt Creek, the Project will reduce 
the draw on ground water resources, improve water quality and contribute significantly to 
the health of the surrounding watershed and habitat value for the Salt Creek, thus 
enhancing the value of the Project Site for recreation and tourism to benefit the Coachella 
Valley's economy, which fulfills the Proposition 1 objectives identified by Public 
Resources Code sec. 79732 (1); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Project will function as a watershed restoration project that will preserve 
or enhance water supplies for the endangered desert pupfish to offset expected results 
of climate change and loss of habitat area near the Salton Sea, which fulfills the 
Proposition 1 objectives identified by Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (2); and 
 
WHEREAS, by restoring the Salt Creek watershed to ecological health, the Project will 
restore a portion of the aquatic ecosystem, which fulfills the Proposition 1 objectives 
identified by Public Resources Code sec. 79732 (4); and 
 
WHEREAS, by restoring habitat for the desert pupfish, the Project compliments USFWS 
and CDFW efforts, thereby continuing collaboration efforts for the protection of native 
California fish, which fulfills another important Proposition 1 objective identified Public 
Resources Code sec. 79732 (7); and 
 
WHEREAS, by removing the invasive tamarisk species, the Project will augment water 
flow into the Salt Creek, remove barriers to natural water flow and promote percolation of 
water into the ground,  thus preserving and maintaining  watersheds that are critical 
habitat for the endangered desert pupfish species,  thereby minimizing the risk of species 
extinction and restoring a portion of the natural balance of the ecosystem, all of which 
fulfill an important Proposition 1 objective identified Public Resources Code sec. 79732 
(12); and 
 
WHEREAS, TLD has a qualified professional staff, strong relationships with local 
regulatory agencies, and a track record of successfully completing projects it undertakes; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the Project is part of the long-term restoration and monitoring program 
contemplated by the CVMSHCP; and  
 
WHEREAS, Aspen Environmental Group reviewed the existing environmental 
documentation applicable to the CVMSHCP, including the CVMSHCP Final Recirculated 
Environmental Impact Report and Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
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certified in 2007 for the CVMSHCP adoption and the Supplemental EIR/EIS certified in 
2014 for a Major Amendment to add the City of Desert Hot Springs and Mission Springs 
Water District as CVMSHCP Permittees (together, the CVMSHCP EIRs); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Project activities were included in the actions analyzed by the CVMSHCP 
EIRs, and nothing in the Project constitutes substantial changes requiring major revisions 
of the CVMSHCP EIRs; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Project does not include any substantial changes with respect to the 
circumstances under which the actions under the CVMSHCP EIRs would be undertaken; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the Project does not rely on or identify any new information that was not 
known and could not have been known at time of CVMSHCP EIRs; and  
 
WHEREAS, all mitigation measures required by the CVMSHCP EIRs that are applicable 
to activities contemplated by Project have been included in the Project; and  
 
WHEREAS, Public Resources Code section 21166 and State CEQA Guidelines section 
15162 provide that where a project does not constitute substantial changes requiring 
major revisions of an existing EIR, no substantial changes with respect to the 
circumstances under which the project actions would be undertaken would require major 
revisions of the EIR, and no new information that was not known and could not have been 
known at time of EIR certification has become available, then  no additional environmental 
review is required under CEQA;  and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in furtherance of the Conservancy’s purposes as established in Public 
Resources Code Section 33501 and the implementation of the Coachella Valley Multiple 
Species Habitat Conservation Plan to complete the Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Conservancy wishes to authorize a local assistance grant to TLD in an 
amount not to exceed $158,108 to support the Project; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved in regular session of the Governing Board of the 
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy that the Board finds and determines that the 
Project meets the objectives of the California Water Action Plan and Proposition 1, 
including but not limited to those objectives set forth in Public Resources Sections 79732 
(1), (2), (4), (7) and (12); and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board finds and determines that the Project 
complies with the requirements of the Conservancy’s Proposition 1 Grant Program 
Guidelines and is consistent with the implementation of the CVMSHCP;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board finds and determines that: (i) the Project 
does not constitute any substantial changes requiring major revisions of the existing 
CVMSHCP EIRs, (ii) the project will not result in any change to the circumstances under 
which the CVMSHCP would be implemented would require major revisions of the 
CVMSHCP EIRs, and (iii) no new information that was not known and could not have 
been known at time of the certification of the CVMSHCP EIRs has become available, and 
therefore no additional environmental review is required under CEQA pursuant to Public 
Resources Code section 21166 and CEQA Guidelines section 15162;  and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board approves a Proposition 1 Local Assistance 
Grant to The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens (Grantee) in an amount not to exceed 
$158,108 to support its Middle Salt Creek Restoration Project; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a condition of the grant is that the Grantee shall enter 
into a Proposition 1 Local Assistance Grant Agreement with the Conservancy, which shall 
contain provisions requiring the following: 
 

1. That the Grantee will agree to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the 
Conservancy and the State of California, its contractors, officers, directors, agents 
or employees against any and all claims, liability, demands, damages, debts, 
judgments, costs, or expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees, arising out of 
or in any way connected to the Grantee's actions, omissions, or other conduct 
relating in any way to this agreement and the Project, including, but not limited to, 
any such losses, damages, or expenses arising out of (a) loss of or damage to the 
Project, and (b) injury to or death of persons; 
 

2. That the Grantee must complete the Project no later than March 31, 2021, unless 
the Conservancy agrees in writing to an extension; 
 

3. That should the Grantee violate the Grant Agreement in any material way, and fail 
to cure such violation upon written notice from the Conservancy as provided in the 
Grant Agreement, the Grantee shall reimburse the Conservancy for the full amount 
of the grant within thirty (30) days of a written demand from the Conservancy to do 
so; 
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4. That the Grantee shall maintain accounting records of how the grant sum was 
spent for a period of three years and shall make such records available for 
inspection by the Conservancy or the Department of Finance upon request by 
either agency;  
 

5. That the Conservancy shall review and approve all material changes to the Project 
as described in the grant application prior to their implementation; and 
 

6. That any unused grant funds must be returned to the Coachella Valley Mountains 
Conservancy, along with any accrued interest, not later than one month after the 
project completion date.  

 
BE IT FURTHER resolved that the Board hereby authorizes its Executive Director, or in 
his absence the Board Chairman, to execute any and all documents necessary to effect 
the grant. 

 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Coachella Valley 
Mountains Conservancy Governing Board, held on this 14th day of September 2020, by 
the following vote, to wit: 
 
AYES: 
  
NOES:  
  
ABSTENTIONS:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
 
 
              
      Kathleen Fitzpatrick, Chairwoman 
      Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy 
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EXHIBIT A 

Project Site 

 



48 
 

EXHIBIT B 
Aspen Environmental Group, CEQA Determination 
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ATTACHMENT 4 – September 14, 2020 
 
Agenda Item 5.3 Adoption of Resolution 2020-15 Approving a Capital Improvement 

Local Assistance Grant to Friends of Palm Springs Mountains for its 
Boundary Security Project at Existing Conservation Property 
Adjacent to the Upper Mission Creek and Big Morongo Canyon 
Conservation Area and Sand to Snow National Monument.   

 
BACKGROUND 
 
In 2019, the Conservancy board approved a local assistance grant to Friends of Palm 
Springs Mountains (FOPSM) to acquire a 134-acre property shown on Exhibit A (the 
Property) adjacent to the Upper Mission Creek/Big Morongo Conservation Area and the 
Sand to Snow National Monument.  
 
At its May 2015 meeting, the Board approved guidelines for Capital Improvement Grants 
(the Guidelines) to support capital projects on existing conservation land. Under the 
Guidelines, grants can be made for improvements needed for restoration and protection 
of conservation land that are consistent with the restrictions of the bonds that provided 
the funding source (i.e., Prop 12, 40 or 84).   
 
FOPSM has requested a Capital Improvement Local Assistance Grant in the amount of 
$10,000 as funding for a project to install boulders along four access points surrounding 
the boundary of the Property to prevent vehicular entry and to clean up the existing 
dumping on the Property currently owned by FOPSM. The boulders will be situated to 
allow hikers to access hiking through the Canyons above Desert Hot Springs. Signage 
will also be installed to direct hikers to use designated routes and to prevent them from 
adding illegal social trails across the Property.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
At the time of the acquisition and during the initial baseline site inspection it was noted 
that this Property would be a high risk for use as an ongoing dumpsite. The Conservancy 
and FOPSM staffs agreed to coordinate efforts to create a long-term management plan 
to limit access and dumping on the Property in a way that would continue to allow for 
public recreation.  It has become apparent that we need to make boundary improvements 
a priority as we have received multiple complaints from local residents about dumping on 
the Property. The Property is located at the end of West Drive in Desert Hot Springs and 
due to its easy access for vehicles, is frequently the location for dumping of household 
trash, stolen vehicles and construction waste or other illicit activity.  
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Conservancy staff and FOPSM formulated a project that will secure the boundary by 
installing boulders at four regularly used access points that will not block wildlife access 
and human use by foot but will prevent vehicular traffic. Signs will also be installed, and 
then a heavy clean-up will be performed within the Property. The adjacent landowner 
supports the project and has agreed to allow boulders to be placed on the encroaching 
access areas adjacent to the Property. 
 
FOPSM is requesting a grant that covers the installation of the boulders, signage and 
heavy clean up on the Property. The total cost of the project is expected to total $10,000; 
to be funded with a Conservancy Capital Improvement Local Assistance Grant. 
 
The project complies with the Guidelines, as limiting access and major cleanups 
constitute a capital improvement that would help protect the habitat values of the 
conserved land and greatly reduce ongoing maintenance costs. The project also complies 
with capital requirements of the bond funding sources.  FOPSM will be required to enter 
into a grant agreement that includes conditions related to compliance with the Guidelines. 
 
CEQA COMPLIANCE 
 
The Project is categorically exempt pursuant to CEQA Guideline 15301 (c) (installation of 
security barriers in existing highway, streets and rights of way, pedestrian trails and 
similar facilities). 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends adoption of Resolution 2020-15 approving a Capital Improvement 
Local Assistance Grant to FOPSM in an amount not to exceed $10,000 for the project, 
which will facilitate ongoing maintenance and management on the conserved Property. 
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RESOLUTION 2020-15 OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE 
COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY 

ADOPTED IN REGULAR SESSION 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 

 
APPROVING A CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT LOCAL ASSISTANCE GRANT TO 

FRIENDS OF PALM SPRINGS MOUNTAINS FOR ITS BOUNDARY SECURITY 
PROJECT AT EXISTING CONSERVATION PROPERTY ADJACENT TO THE UPPER 

MISSION CREEK AND BIG MORONGO CANYON CONSERVATION AREA AND 
SAND TO SNOW NATIONAL MONUMENT 

 
WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 33501 created the Coachella Valley 
Mountains Conservancy for the purpose, of acquiring and holding, in perpetuity, open 
space, mountainous lands surrounding the Coachella Valley as well as natural community 
conservation lands for the protection of natural and cultural resources and the public’s 
enjoyment of, and the enhancement of their recreational and educational experiences on, 
those lands; and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 33601(e) provides that the Conservancy 
may award grants to cities, counties, resource conservation districts, or nonprofit 
organizations in order to further the Conservancy’s purposes; and 
 
WHEREAS, Friends of Palm Springs Mountains (FOPSM) is a nonprofit organization 
qualified as an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954, and has among its purposes the acquisition and protection of land in the 
Coachella Valley area; and 
 
WHEREAS, the property identified on Exhibit A (Property) and owned by FOPSM is 
adjacent to West Drive in Desert Hot Springs and due to easy vehicular access, has 
consistently been the location for dumping of household trash, stolen vehicles and 
construction waste, and frequent off-road vehicle use is damaging the condition of the 
Property; and 
 
WHEREAS, FOPSM, in cooperation with the Conservancy has embarked on a project to 
install boulders along four access points to prevent vehicular entry, install signage and 
undertake a heavy cleanup of the Property to better protect the recreational and habitat 
values of the land; and  
 
WHEREAS, FOPSM has requested a grant from the Conservancy’s Capital Improvement 
Local Assistance Grant Program in an amount up to $10,000 for the cost of the materials 
and installation of the boulders, signage and clean-up, a capital improvement including 
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boundary improvements with a useful life in excess of 20 years and heavy cleanup 
activities undertaken at intervals of five years or more; and 
 
WHEREAS, the making of such a grant fulfils several of CVMC’s statutory objectives, 
which include enhancing the habitat value of conservation land and protecting wildlife 
resources, and is consistent with the requirements of Propositions 12, 40 and 84 for the 
use of funds from those sources; and  
 
WHEREAS, the project is categorically exempt pursuant to CEQA Guideline 15301 (c) 
(installation of security barriers in existing highway, streets and rights of way, pedestrian 
trails and similar facilities); and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved in regular session of the Governing Board of the 
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy that the Board approves a capital improvement 
local assistance grant not to exceed $10,000; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER resolved that a condition of the grant is that the FOPSM shall enter into 
a Capital Improvement Grant Agreement with the Conservancy, which shall contain 
provisions requiring the following: 
 

1. That FOPSM will agree to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the Conservancy 
and the State of California, its contractors, officers, directors, agents or employees 
against any and all claims, liability, demands, damages, debts, judgments, costs, 
or expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees, arising out of or in any way 
connected to the Grantee's actions, omissions, or other conduct relating in any 
way to the funded project, including, but not limited to, any such losses, damages, 
or expenses arising out of (a) loss of or damage to property, and (b) injury to or 
death of persons. 

 
2. That FOPSM will have provided the balance of funding needed to complete the 

project. 
 

3. FOPSM shall have obtained written consent of all affected adjacent property 
owners and easement holders prior to commencing work. 
 

4. Documentation that the FOPSM’s contractor or vendor selection was fair and 
reasonable, as determined by the Conservancy. 

 
5. That FOPSM must return all funds not used for the projects purpose described 

above no later than January 1, 2022, unless the Conservancy extends that 
deadline in writing.  
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6. That FOPSM shall maintain accounting records of how the grant sum was spent 
for a period of three years and shall make such records available for inspection by 
the Conservancy or the Department of Finance upon request by either agency.  

 
7. That the Conservancy, prior to the commencement of work, shall have reviewed 

and approved all documents pertaining to the design of the improvements to be 
funded by the grant. 

 
BE IT FURTHER resolved that the Board hereby authorizes the Executive Director, or in 
his absence, the Chairperson, to execute any and all documents necessary to implement 
the local assistance grant. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Coachella Valley 
Mountains Conservancy Governing Board, held on this 14th day of September 2020, by 
the following vote, to wit: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSTENTIONS: 
 
ABSENT: 
        
      
              
       Kathleen Fitzpatrick, Chair 
       Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy 
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EXHIBIT A 
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ATTACHMENT 5 – September 14, 2020 
 
Agenda Item 5.4 Report on Shumway Ranch Status and Discussion of Modifications 

to Improvement Project.  

BACKGROUND 

The state acquired the 640-acre Shumway Ranch as conservation land in June 2017 
through a project spearheaded by the Conservancy using federal and state funding. In 
September 2017, an 8.8-acre portion of the Ranch containing the remaining structures 
was transferred to the Conservancy for use for conservation research and education, 
passive recreation and preservation of three historic buildings. After discussions with 
numerous local groups and potential partners, in August 2018 the Conservancy identified 
the nonprofit Shumway Ranch.org (SRO) as a reuse planning partner.  SRO’s vision is to 
create a multi-purpose community facility at the Ranch that would add arts and other 
programming to the conservation, recreation and historic preservation uses contemplated 
by the Conservancy. The Conservancy board approved a conceptual plan for initial 
improvements (i.e., bathrooms and a small building for small meetings or events that 
would facilitate use of the Ranch by the community). The estimated cost of the project 
was $450,000 to $500,000. 

In late 2019 and early 2020, the board made grants (i) totaling $114,000 to the Coachella 
Valley Desert & Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority (DMRCA) to undertake 
the design and engineering work for the initial improvements) and (ii) $49,000 to SRO to 
prepare a master plan for the Ranch, including layout of improvements, walkways and 
paths, interpretive exhibits, landscape and historic preservation work, and to provide 
DMRCA input about potential programming into the design process. Work by both 
DRMCA and SRO is well under way and was scheduled to wrap up by the end of 2020.   
As the design documents began to firm up, unfortunately some significant complications 
became apparent (chiefly, the requirement to widen about a mile and a half of roadway) 
that raise questions about the feasibility of completing the initial improvements and greatly 
increase the cost and potential environment impacts of the project. Complicating the 
situation are the budget ramifications of the current COVID crisis, which make it uncertain 
when the Conservancy will be able to access additional bond funding in the foreseeable 
future. Accordingly, staff is recommending scaling back the current project to consist of 
construction of two restrooms and a shade structure on the Ranch. Construction of an 
enclosed community center building, along with restoration of the historic buildings, would 
remain under consideration for the future to the extent feasible based on regulatory 
restrictions, funding availability and partner interest.  
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DISCUSSION 

The design for the initial improvements that DMRCA and SRO were preparing 
contemplated a 1500-2000 square foot enclosed building that included a large meeting 
room/gallery area, basic kitchen facilities, space for an office and restrooms. See sketch 
attached as Exhibit A.  The building would be located on the footprint of a 2500+ square 
foot structure that was razed by the Living Desert before the land was sold to the state.  
The cost for that building, including water connections and a new septic system, was 
within our $500,000 budget, although close to the top of the range (even at this early 
stage). When DMRCA and staff met with the County fire marshal’s office recently, 
however, we learned that the enclosed structure would be deemed a commercial use and 
would require widening of the access road from 12 feet to 20 feet.  The widening would 
be required not only for the quarter-mile section on the Ranch, but also for the 1.3-mile 
county-maintained section between the Ranch gate and the end of the paved portion of 
Carrizo Road.  See map attached as Exhibit B. This raises a host of significant problems:   

 
• Obtaining a variance from the 20-foot requirement is likely a lengthy process with 

an uncertain chance of success; it also could require expensive alternative 
features like a second road or huge storage tank. 
 

• The Conservancy’s 8.8-acre parcel does not include the roadway on the Ranch; it 
has a 12-foot easement from the state.  To widen it, we would need approvals from 
the state and federal regulatory agencies that oversee land purchased with grant 
funds, as well as from the Wildlife Conservation Board and possibly other state 
agencies. That could require wildlife surveys and studies to gauge the impact of 
the 40% increase in the road area and might also require that the Conservancy set 
aside land elsewhere to compensate for the loss.  The process would be lengthy, 
with no guaranty of success.   
 

• For the 1.3 miles of County road, the County would either need to agree to allow 
us to widen it or agree to accept liability for not doing so. Complicating matters 
further is the fact that the underlying land is mostly owned by BLM, whose consent 
would be required.  The timing of these approvals is also likely to be lengthy, again 
with no guaranty of success. Also, given the County’s budget situation, it seems 
highly unlikely that it would fund the widening. 
 

• Expanding the project to undisturbed areas likely would trigger more significant 
environmental review, so the additional cost to the project of expanding the road 
would likely top $600,000, making the total cost of the initial improvements at least 
$1.1 million.  Moreover, it would add at least 18 to 24 months to the time schedule 
-- again, if all the required approvals can be obtained. 
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Considering the cost increases and delays at a time when the Conservancy’s prospects 
for additional bond funding remain unclear (and in any event are at least 3 years off), staff 
recommends scaling back the initial project.  Critically, according to the fire marshal, the 
road widening would NOT be required if the project consisted of the installation of two 
prefabricated restrooms and a smaller, approximately 1,000 square foot shade structure 
(i.e., not an enclosed building), such as the ones at the Whitewater Preserve. This could 
allow the initial improvements to be completed in Spring 2021 at approximately half the 
initial budget (i.e., about $250,000 for the smaller project), while remaining faithful to the 
Conservancy’s objective of minimizing impacts to undisturbed parts of the Ranch. Once 
the initial improvements are done, the Ranch could be used more effectively for passive 
recreation, research work and small outdoor meetings or events. 
 
This development is obviously a disappointment to SRO and DMRCA, which had 
expected to be able to begin programs at the Ranch next year.  However, representatives 
of both groups acknowledge that being able to launch some programs in early or mid-
2021 is far better than not being able to do anything until 2022 or 2023, thereby losing 
the momentum that has been generated. 
 
If the Board is favorable to the smaller project, we would have DMRCA turn to obtaining 
bids and any engineering work required to locate the restrooms and shade structure, 
making use of the work already done for the septic and water facilities. Once the bids are 
available, staff would return to the board for approval of a grant to complete the purchase 
and installation.  On a parallel track, staff can continue to work with DMRCA and SRO to 
explore prospects for construction of larger center in the future, either through the fire 
code waiver process or by acquiring wider easements, along with pursuing other potential 
sources of funding.   
 
Finally, aside from the cost and logistical considerations, constructing a center that 
requires road widening does raise the issue of whether the Conservancy wants to seek 
to disturb existing conservation land. While the answer may depend on how much 
widening would be required and whether the wildlife agencies believe it would negatively 
impact protected species, if the board wants to rule out a use of any of the previously 
undeveloped land at the Ranch, establishing that now would be helpful for the ongoing 
planning.    

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff requests comments and any direction from the Board.  
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EXHIBIT A 
Proposed Center Building 
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EXHIBIT B  Map of Required Road and Easement Expansion
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ATTACHMENT  6 – September 14, 2020 
 

Agenda Item 6.0 Written Reports from Staff 

ACQUISITION AND LAND MANAGEMENT UPDATES  
 
CVMC PROP 12, 40 AND 84 LOCAL ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAMS:  
Mecca Orocopia Mountains Conservation Area: 
In January 2020, the Board approved a local assistance grant to the Friends of the Desert 
Mountains (FODM) for the acquisition of 20 acres in the Mecca Orocopia Mountains 
Conservation Area. Escrow was opened shortly thereafter; vesting issues are being 
resolved with the private landowner and the property is expected to close in October 2020. 
 
Upper Mission Creek/Big Morongo Canyon Conservation Area (Adjacent) - Sand to 
Snow National Monument:  
In March 2020, the Board approved paying a portion of the local match share to FODM 
for acquisition of approximately 481.62 acres southwest of Big Morongo Canyon; adjacent 
to the Upper Mission Creek/Big Morongo Canyon Conservation Area and the Sand to 
Snow National Monument to match funds for a USFWS Section 6 Habitat Conservation 
Plan acquisition grant. The matching and Section 6 Funds were approved at WCB’s May 
2020 Board meeting; the property is expected to close escrow in September 2020.  
 
Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains Conservation Area (Adjacent): 
In May 2020, the Board approved  paying a portion of the local match share to Save Oswit 
Canyon, Inc for acquisition of approximately 114.812 acres adjacent to the Santa Rosa 
and San Jacinto Mountains Conservation Area; within the National Monument and 
USFWS Peninsular bighorn sheep essential habitat boundaries to match funds for a 
USFWS Section 6 Habitat Conservation Plan acquisition grant. The matching and Section 
6 Funds were approved at WCB’s August 2020 Board meeting; the property is expected 
to close escrow by October 31, 2020. 
 
CVMC PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:  
Rancho Mirage Easement and Trails Management – The Conservancy holds a 
Conservation Easement (CE) owned by the City of Rancho Mirage surrounding the Villas 
of Mirada Development (Mirada) and within the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains 
National Monument and protected by Deeds of CE. New warning signage was recently 
installed in several locations, and the City blocked off an access road that confused 
hikers. Staff continues to work with the City’s Trail Commission on a potential connector 
trail to facilitate access to 9 nearby trails and enhance public safety by keeping hikers off 
Frank Sinatra Drive.  
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CVCC/CVMC/FODM Management – The Conservancy continues to perform monitoring 
inspections on properties owned by the Conservancy and where we have provided local 
assistance grants in support of the CVMSHCP. We are currently engaged in several 
ongoing management projects, including clean ups, invasive species removal, 
partnership management, fencing projects and cultural surveys.   

COACHELLA VALLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION (CVCC) ACQUISITION 
MANAGER PROGRAM:  
The Conservancy staff continues to assist the CVCC in the capacity of Acquisitions 
Manager.  Current acquisition efforts include: 
 
Willow Hole Conservation Area – CVCC completed three multi-parcel appraisals in 
March, April and July 2019. The fair market values of target properties were determined, 
and contingent offer letters were sent to potential willing sellers. To date, CVCC has 
executed 12 Purchase and Sale Agreements consisting of 14 parcels and consisting of 
approximately 64.34 acres, closings have occurred on 12 of the 14 parcels; 1 transaction 
was not completed as the landowner backed out of the sale. However, a new landowner 
in this area contacted us in late March and accepted CVCC’s offer. The CVCC board 
approved the acquisition at its May meeting; the transaction closed escrow on July 2, 
2020. 
 
Thousand Palms Conservation Area – Three area appraisals were completed in the 
Thousand Palms Conservation Area, one of CVCC’s priority conservation areas. The fair 
market values of target properties were determined, and contingent offer letters were sent 
to potential willing sellers. To date, CVCC has executed 15 Purchase and Sale 
Agreements consisting of 38 parcels and approximately 827.94-acres, escrow has closed 
escrow on all 15 transactions. In April a new landowner contacted CVCC to accept 
CVCC’s offer. The CVCC board approved the acquisition at its May meeting; the 
transaction closed escrow on August 18, 2020. 
 
Upper Mission Creek/Big Morongo Canyon – An appraisal was completed in the Upper 
Mission Creek/Big Morongo Canyon Conservation Area, one of CVCC’s priority 
conservation areas. The fair market values of target properties were determined, and 
contingent offer letters were sent to potential willing sellers. To date, CVCC has executed 
3 Purchase and Sale Agreements consisting of 5 parcels and approximately 104.12 
acres; escrow closed on 1 of the 3 projects on July 31, 2020; the other 2 projects are 
expected to close by October 1,  2020. 
 
Tax Default Properties: 
CVCC received the annual tax default listing in July 2017 from the RC. CVCC sent a letter 
expressing preliminary interest in 7 parcels that were considered appropriate to acquire 
due to their location and land use. RC provided price information for each parcel, and 
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CVCC found the prices to be at or below Fair Market Value and entered into a purchase 
agreement to acquire the parcels. Due to COVID-19 delays and closures, RC is sending 
out revised agreements with the expectation that the transfers will occur by June 30, 2021. 

CVCC received the annual tax default listing in July 2018 from the RC. CVCC sent a letter 
expressing preliminary interest in 14 parcels, CVCC received purchase price and 
availability for 4 of the 14 parcels; the parcels were approved by the CVCC board in May 
and RC issued an Agreement to Purchase the Tax-Defaulted Property in September. Due 
to COVID-19 delays and closures,  RC is sending out revised agreements with the 
expectation that the transfers will occur by June 30, 2021. 

CVCC received the annual tax default listing in July 2019 from the RC. CVCC sent a letter 
expressing preliminary interest in 12 parcels and is waiting for RC to provide purchase 
price information for each parcel.  

CVCC received a notification from the RC in early February of an April 30, 2020 Tax Sale. 
CVCC sent a letter expressing preliminary interest in 1 parcel. The was approved at 
CVCC’s May 2020 Board meeting. Due to COVID-19 delays and closures,  RC has had 
a delay in sending out agreements; we expect that the transfers will occur by June 30, 
2021. 

Appraisals Completed and/or in Process:  

1. Thousand Palms Conservation Area – Broffman: Completed an appraisal on 
885 acres in May 2018; a contingent offer was sent to landowner; landowner 
declined to sell to CVCC and instead listed the property. In May 2019, the 
landowner requested to pay to update the appraisal since there had been 
several recent new comparable sales. The appraisal was completed in April 
2020 and since CVCC and the landowner could not come to an agreement 
regarding FMV; the property remains listed in the MLS.  
 

2. Thousand Palms 1, 2 and 3 Area Appraisals – Completed in February, March 
and April 2019; contingent offers sent to landowners. Appraisals expire in 
October 2020. 

 
3. Willow Hole 1, 2 and 3 Area Appraisals – Completed in April, May and August 

2019; contingent offers sent to landowners. Appraisal expires in January 2021. 
 
4. Stubbe Cottonwood Canyon Appraisal - Completed in March 2019; contingent 

offers sent to landowners. Appraisal expires in September 2020. 
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5. Whitewater Floodplain Appraisal – An Appraisal was completed on 7 parcels 
consisting of 350 acres. Contingent offer discussed with landowner and 
declined. Appraisal expires in August 2021.  

 
6. Upper Mission Creek – Appraisal for 4 parcels completed and reviewed. 

Landowners have accepted CVCC’s offer and escrow has closed on 3 of the 4 
parcels. Appraisal expires in September 2020.  

7. Desert Tortoise Linkage Conservation Area - An appraisal was recently 
completed and reviewed on 21 parcels consisting of 1000+ acres. The 
landowners for 11 of the 21 parcels have accepted CVCC’s offer and the item 
was approved at CVCC’s May 2020 Board meeting. Appraisal expires in 
August 2021. 

8. Upper Mission Creek – Appraisal for 5 parcels completed and reviewed. 
Landowners have accepted CVCC’s offer and escrow has closed on 1 of 3 
transactions with the expectations that the others will close soon. Appraisal 
expires in December 2021. 

 
PROPOSITION 1 GRANT PROGRAM - PROJECT STATUS 
 

Coachella Valley Conservation Commission 
Restoration Grant - Willow Hole Canyon & Wash Restoration Project: Staff continues 
to measure water levels at monitoring wells and perform surveys on mesquite hummocks 
to determine extent of regrowth of tamarisks if any. Crews will return in the fall to retreat 
and remove any regrowth, this will be the final restoration effort as the grant term will be 
completed at the end of December.  
 
Coachella Valley Conservation Commission 
Restoration Grant - Wetlands Restoration, Tamarisk Control and Rail Habitat 
Enhancement at North Shore Ranch Project:  Documenting extent of invasive species, 
water levels and photographing current conditions. Removal work began in January and 
was completed for the season in March, crews are expected to return for continued 
removal efforts in the fall. 
 
Friends of the Desert Mountains 
Restoration Grant - Palm Canyon Restoration Project: Restoration work for the 2019-
20 season is complete, a total of 4.36-acres of initial treatment was completed, leaving 
6.74-acres remaining to be treated for next season which is expected to begin in the fall.  
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Friends of the Desert Mountains 
Restoration Grant - Santa Rosa Wilderness Restoration Project: Restoration work for 
the 2019-20 season is complete, a total of 5-acres of initial treatment was completed, 
leaving 5-acres remaining to be treated for next season which is expected to begin in the 
fall. 
 
Center for Natural Lands Management 
Restoration Grant - Desert Pupfish Refuge Habitat Restoration Project: Pesticide 
application and monitoring of crayfish through visual surveys and trap surveys are 
ongoing through December 2020. Awaiting water quality and eDNA test results which are 
expected by end of September. Staff will work with CDFW to reintroduce pupfish back 
into the pond after crayfish DNA has been completely removed from the pond. 
 
City of Coachella 
Planning Grant - Citywide Stormwater Resource Plan Project: The City and 
Consultants are moving forward with identifying priority ranking for the proposed 
alternatives by identifying potential water quality and green infrastructure at proposed 
alternative locations. The City requested a six-month extension and work is expected to 
be completed by September 30, 2020. 
 
University of California/Riverside 
Planning Grant - Salton Sea Crust and Water Quality Remediation Project: The UCR 
team has received approval to return to the lab and field. Currently they are working with 
staff at Sonny Bono Wildlife Reserve for access to their small boat for field work and 
collection of further samples. UCR expects to request an extension to complete the tasks 
affected by the current circumstances.  
 
Torres Martínez Desert Cahuilla Indians 
Restoration Grant - Salton Sea Wetlands Restoration Project, Phase 2: Request for 
Proposal for Heavy Machinery Operator was issued August 27, 2020 with bids due by 
September 18, 2020. TMDCI staff hopes to award the contract for the restoration work 
and tamarisk removal to begin work by October 1, 2020. 
 
Desert Recreation District 
Infrastructure Grant - Flood Control Infrastructure Project at Oasis Park:  The design 
and plan check process were approved by IID, CVWD, and RCTLMA; bidding for phases 
of the construction work is underway. DRD hopes to award the contract in October 2020 
and begin construction soon thereafter.  
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Southern California Mountains Foundation 
Restoration Grant - Dos Palmas Restoration Project: Restoration work has been 
ongoing which includes manual pulling of Tamarisk and herbicide application, the 
watering of native plants and trail maintenance and repairs. Phase two which includes 
manual pulling of Saharan mustard and the retreat of pulled Tamarisk was placed on hold 
due to COVID-19, grantee is in the process of requesting an extension with a goal of 
finishing the work by the end of the year. 
 
The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens 
Restoration Grant - Desert Pupfish Refugia and Native Habitat Restoration Project:  
The Sonoran Pond was completely drained, dredged, cracks were sealed, and the pond 
is now filled with water again and in the aging process for reintroduction of the pupfish. 
The new pupfish pond that is located away from the public access areas has been named 
the DC3 Pond and it is in the aging process in preparation for the introduction of pupfish. 
 
Salton Sea Authority 
Restoration/Infrastructure Grant - Harbor Rehabilitation and Flood Infrastructure 
Project at NSBYC: SSA and EDA are working on completing permits, cultural 
compliance surveys and pre-construction surveys and staking. The process is taking 
longer than expected but SSA hopes to start construction by December. SSA submitted 
an extension request to make up for pre-construction delays due to COVID-19 and the 
amendment to extend the grant term by a year was executed on August 19, 2020.  
 
The Wildlands Conservancy 
Planning Grant - Whitewater Preserve Flood Control Improvement Project: TWC 
and its contractor are reviewing levee design alternatives and their potential impact to 
existing habitat. Contractors are in the process of completed habitat assessment and 
regulatory permitting, once that is complete, contractors will move forward with final 
design of the levee. 
 
Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Restoration Grant – Santa Rosa Horse Creek Dam and Wetlands Restoration 
Project:   Restoration work is underway with crews starting to clear brush and excess 
vegetation from the creek. Slope restoration, cattail removal and algae treatment work 
are also underway and is expected to be completed by the end of September 2020. 
 
PROPOSITION 1 GRANT PROGRAM – COMPLETED PROJECTS 

City of Palm Springs – Restoration Grant - Tahquitz Creek-Triangle Parcel Restoration 
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City of Palm Springs – Restoration Grant - San Jacinto Mountains Watershed 
Restoration 

Coachella Valley Conservation Commission – Acquisition Grant - Snowcreek and 
Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains Watershed Acquisition 
 
Coachella Valley Resource Conservation District – Infrastructure Grant - Root Water 
Project 
 
Department of Fish & Wildlife – Infrastructure Grant - Dos Palmas Reserve Well 
Improvement 

Desert Recreation District – Infrastructure Grant - Infrastructure Project at North 
Shore Park 
 
Mission Springs Water District – Infrastructure Grant - Willow Hole Groundwater 
Monitoring Wells 
 
Palm Springs Cemetery District – Restoration Grant - Invasive Species Removal 
Project 
 
Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians – Planning and Restoration Grant - Phase 
1-Salton Sea Wetlands Restoration  

The Wildlands Conservancy – Planning Grant - Planning & Feasibility for Whitewater 
Preserve Flood Control 

PROPOSITION 68 LOCAL ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM   

Friends of the Desert Mountains – Planning Grant – National Monument Visitor Center 
Interpretive Improvements– Completed. 
 
Shumway Ranch.Org – Planning Grant – Master Plan - Shumway Ranch Restoration 
Improvements – In process. SRO committee is working on long term site plan for new 
and historic improvements, as well as natural restoration. Master Plan expected by 
December 2020. Staff has provided an update to the Board on the project above. 
 
Coachella Valley Desert and Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority – 
Design – Pre-construction Actions & Design Grant – New Improvements at Shumway 
Ranch – In process. CVDMRCA is working with consultants and architect on design and 
specifications for new meeting and restroom facility; project delayed by unexpected code 
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requirements for road widening. Staff has proposed revisions to the project as described 
in the staff report above. 
 
Friends of the Desert Mountains – Design Grant - Interpretive - Improvements Project 
- National Monument Visitor Center – In process. Consultants have completed design 
and are working to obtain BLM approval; goal remains to complete first phase of 
construction in winter, 2020, although that may be delayed due to the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
Kounkuey Design Initiative – Planning Grant – SDAC - Reno-Restoration of the Salton 
Sea State Recreation Area – In process.  KDI has begun outreach activities in preparation 
for design work but may be delayed due to COVID-19 crisis. 
 
Center for Natural Lands Management – Infrastructure Grant – C.V. Preserve 
Fencing Grant – In process.  Grant awarded in May 2020. CNLM has engaged the 
contractor and is expecting to begin the survey work in early September 2020. 
 
Friends of the Desert Mountains – Planning Grant – C.V. Trails Facilities and Signage 
Inventory and Assessment Project – In process. Grant awarded in May 202. FODM is 
working with the signage design consultant and has engaged the consultant for surveying 
existing trail conditions throughout the trail system, which is scheduled to begin later this 
fall. 
  
Southern California Mountains Foundation – Planning Grant – Design and Strategic 
Plan for C.V. Conservation Corps Center Project – In process. SCMF staff is working with 
Conservancy staff on identifying potential acquisition parcels for possible use for the new 
Conservation Corps Conservation Center and is expected to present a plan for the center 
by the end of October 2020. 
 
The Living Desert – Infrastructure Grant – Greening the Desert Project – In process. 
TLD is in work creating a plan for the charging stations which is expected to be completed 
by December 2020. 
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CVMC BOND FUND STATUS    
 
Remaining Conservancy Bond Resources:   
After the approval of the grants on the September 2020 agenda above, the Conservancy 
will have the following available funds from its Prop 1, Prop 12, Prop 40, Prop 68 and 
Prop 84 allocations (which include adjustments for funds returned when land purchased 
with CVMC funds is subsequently sold to another government agency for conservation 
and the grantee repays CVMC): 
 

Proposition 1           $3,143,474.18 
Proposition 12          $     75,302.07 
Proposition 40          $     21,150.00 
Proposition 68          $5,674,463.36 
Proposition 84          $7,884,879.73 

        Total Remaining Funds        $16,799,269.34 
 
                  
COACHELLA VALLEY FEDERAL ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT - SECTION 6 
GRANT BALANCES: 
All remaining grant balances are earmarked for use on existing projects. 
 

STATE ETHICS TRAINING DEADLINE:  DECEMBER 31, 2020 

California law (Government Code section 11146) requires state officials to complete an 
ethics-training course every two years, Conservancy Governing Board Members are 
considered to be “state officials.”  The current compliance period runs from January 1, 
2019 to December 31, 2020.  If you have not completed the course on or after January 
1, 2019, you are required to complete it prior to the end of this year, December 31, 2020.   

The Attorney General's Office and the Fair Political Practices Commission have 
developed an online Ethics Training Course which takes about an hour and a half to 
complete. You may take the course and download your Certificate of Completion at 
http://oag.ca.gov/ethics/course. Upon completion of the course please send by mail or 
email a copy of your signed certificate. The certificate will be retained as a disclosable 
public record for five years. 

Note:  Local officials are required to complete a different ethics training requirement under 
AB 1234.  PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THE ASSEMBLY BILL 1234 LOCAL OFFICIALS 
ETHICS COURSE WILL NOT SATISTY THE STATE OFFICIALS ETHICS COURSE 
REQUIREMENTS AND VICE VERSA.  

http://oag.ca.gov/ethics/course
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Some of you might be required to complete the two courses; please only submit the 
state’s certificate of completion to CVMC and submit the local certification with your local 
agency. If you are a state or federal employee and have already completed the training 
with your department, please forward a copy of the completion certificate to CVMC. 
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