
COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY 
REGULAR MEETING 

September 14, 2020 - 3:00 p.m. 
 

TELECONFERENCE ONLY 
Call: (210) 795-0443 

Conference ID: 17812804  

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Matt Almy, CA Department of Finance 
    John Aguilar, City of Cathedral City 
    Richard Balocco, City of Indian Wells 
    Bryan Cash, Natural Resources Agency  
    Buford Crites, State Assembly Appointee 
    John Donnelly, Wildlife Conservation Board 
    Kathleen Fitzpatrick, City of La Quinta (Chairwoman)  

Gary Gardner, City of Desert Hot Springs (Vice Chair) 
Elaine Holmes, City of Indio 
Megan Jacinto, City of Coachella 
Richard Kim, California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Reid Milanovich, Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
V. Manuel Perez, Riverside County 
Steve Quartieri, California State Parks 
Joan Taylor, Governor’s Appointee 
Christopher Tracy, University of California, Riverside 
Ellen Lloyd Trover, Senate Rules Committee Appointee   
Susan Marie Weber, City of Palm Desert    
Ted Weill, City of Rancho Mirage  
Dennis Woods, City of Palm Springs 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None  

 
STAFF PRESENT:  Jim Karpiak, Executive Director 
    Kerrie Godfrey, Associate Director 

Diana Rosas, Associate Governmental Program Analyst 
Abriana Elms, Staff Services Analyst  
 

OTHERS PRESENT:   Brad Anderson, Resident of City of Rancho Mirage 
Dr. James Danoff-Burg, Living Desert Zoo & Gardens 

    Daniel Foster, Shumway Ranch.Org 
Troy Strange, Desert Recreation District 

     
     
   

 



1.0      Call to Order & Introductions 
Chairwoman Kathleen Fitzpatrick called the meeting to order and declared a 
quorum with 19 voting members present at 3:01 p.m. Subsequently, one additional 
board member arrived at 3:12 p.m. bringing the quorum to 20 voting members 
present.  
 

2.0      Approval of July 13, 2020 Meeting Minutes  
A motion was made and seconded (Weill/Gardner) to approve the minutes of the 
July 13, 2020 meeting. The motion passed with two abstentions.  

 
3.0 Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 

Brad Anderson, resident of the City of Rancho Mirage, requested that the agenda 
packet with staff reports be posted and shared on the website for public access 
prior to the meeting date. Jim Karpiak responded that the Conservancy is not 
required by law to post the full agenda packet, but several conservancies do so, 
so we will investigate whether our website can accommodate the full packet in the 
future. Mr. Anderson also had a concern regarding Assembly Bill 1720; stating that 
he has become aware of possible advocacy by members of the Board and asked 
whether that constituted a Conflict of Interest. Jim responded that the Conservancy 
itself does not lobby and or get involved in political or legislative matters, but that 
it has no authority to prevent individual Board members from speaking out, 
provided that they do so in their individual capacities. No further comments were 
made. 

 
4.0 Closed Session  

No closed session was scheduled for this meeting.  
 

5.0 Action items – Public Hearing  
 

5.1 Adoption of Resolution 2020-13 Approving a Restoration Grant from the 
Proposition 1 Local Assistance Grant Program to the Center for Natural 
Lands Management for its Habitat Restoration Project at Dos Palmas 
Preserve. 

 
Diana Rosas summarized item 5.1 as presented in the staff report.  
 
Dennis Woods requested more information on the Dos Palmas Preserve. Diana 
noted that Dos Palmas is a Conservation Area within the CVMSHCP Boundary and 
mentioned that the Conservancy has awarded a few grants for acquisition projects 
in the area and now partner agencies are looking to do restoration projects in the 
area as well. Dennis asked if Dos Palmas is considered a preserve because of its 
geographic boundaries. Jim Karpiak responded that the BLM owned land in the Dos 
Palmas area is designated as a Preserve, and CNLM refers to its adjacent land as 
a preserve, so often the term is used to refer to the entire area, which is also within 
the. CVMSHCP Conservation Area.  
 



  A motion was made and seconded (Crites/Holmes) to approve Resolution 2020-13, 
a Restoration Grant from the Proposition 1 Local Assistance Grant Program to the 
Center for Natural Lands Management for its Habitat Restoration Project at Dos 
Palmas Preserve. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

 5.2    Adoption of Resolution 2020-14 Approving a Restoration Grant from the   
  Proposition 1 Local Assistance Grant Program to The Living Desert Zoo  
  and Gardens for its Middle Salt Creek Restoration Project.  

Diana Rosas summarized item 5.2 as presented in the staff report. Dr. James 
Danoff-Burg added that the Living Desert is excited about this project and looks 
forward to the opportunity to partner with the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla 
Indians Tribe and BLM. Dr. Danoff-Burg also expressed the importance of 
improving the habitat for the Desert Pupfish. 
 
Dennis Woods posed a question for Dr. Danoff-Burg regarding the Living Desert’s 
preservation and or restoration work. Dr. Danoff-Burg responded that the Living 
Desert is intimately involved in maintaining all habitat restoration and its trails on 
Living Desert Grounds and is also very involved in other habitat restoration work 
around the Coachella Valley. 
 

 A motion was made and seconded (Crites/Milanovich) to approve Resolution 
 2020-14, a Restoration Grant from the Proposition 1 Local Assistance Grant 
 Program to The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens for its Middle Salt Creek 
 Restoration Project. The motion passed unanimously. 

  
 5.3 Adoption of Resolution 2020-15 Approving a Capital Improvement Local  
  Assistance Grant to Friends of Palm Springs Mountains for its Boundary  
  Security Project at Existing Conservation Property Adjacent to the Upper  
  Mission Creek and Big Morongo Canyon Conservation Area and Sand to  
  Snow National Monument.    
  

Kerrie Godfrey summarized item 5.3 as presented in the staff report. 
 
Joan Taylor inquired on the project’s location with respect to Little Morongo 
Canyon. Kerrie confirmed that the Canyon is located behind Mission Lakes 
development in the City of Desert Hot Springs. Joan asked about the established 
BLM road located in that area and whether the road will alter vehicular access. 
Kerrie clarified that the utility access road is on the far west side of the project 
location and BLM would still have access to the road. Gary Gardner shared his 
enthusiasm for the much-needed project in this area.   
 

 A motion was made and seconded (Gardner/Taylor) to approve Resolution 2020- 
 15, a Capital Improvement Local Assistance Grant to Friends of Palm 
 Springs Mountains for its Boundary Security Project at Existing Conservation 
 Property Adjacent to the Upper Mission Creek and Big Morongo Canyon 



 Conservation Area and Sand to Snow National Monument. The motion passed 
 unanimously. 

 5.4  Report on Shumway Ranch Status and Discussion of Modifications to 
 Improvement Project. 

 
 Jim Karpiak summarized item 5.4 as described in the staff report and described 

the scaled back project that staff is now recommending due to the fire marshal’s 
determination that significant road widening would be required to construct the 
enclosed structure that was being planned. Troy Strange from Desert Recreation 
District (DRD) and Daniel Foster, Shumway Ranch. Org (SRO) were in attendance 
and noted they would be happy to answer questions from the Board. Daniel Foster, 
SRO expressed his concerns on the delay; however, he also stated how grateful 
he was for the continued efforts on establishing a future center that would be 
available for public use.  

 
A discussion ensued regarding the widening of the road leading into Shumway 
Ranch and the potential added costs for the project. Gary Gardner expressed his 
concern about the impacts of widening the road; questioning if it is feasible to do 
so. Kathleen Fitzpatrick responded that the Conservancy did not explore widening 
the road as a part of the preliminary studies because it was not considered 
necessary at the time. Kathleen Fitzpatrick further discussed the extensive work 
that would have to be completed to expand the road, resulting in substantial 
additional costs. Troy Strange concurred that there would have to be a cost benefit 
analysis completed as DRD is finding construction costs will be more significant 
than originally anticipated. Dennis Woods asked about the allocation of funding 
and what would happen to any unspent funds for this Project. Jim Karpiak 
responded that the design work would still be useful in the future. Kathleen 
Fitzpatrick agreed with Jim Karpiak stating that only half of the funds allocated 
have been used; noting that design work remains to be done, and clarified that 
whatever funds are not spent during the design phase will remain with the 
Conservancy and can be allocated later on future phases. Buford Crites asked 
about turning the Pavilion into an enclosed space in the future. Jim Karpiak 
responded that options for the Pavilion would be considered during the design 
phase. Supervisor Perez extended his appreciation on behalf of Riverside County; 
noting that he is OK with moving forward as suggested in the staff report as funding 
from the County for the road would be difficult. He also stated that he favored a 
public private partnership for future improvements and offered the County’s 
technical assistance should it be needed in the future. Jim Karpiak stated that he 
understood the consensus from the Board that staff is to proceed with the scaled 
down project as described in the staff report.   
 

6.0     Reports 

 6.1 Written reports from staff.  
 



Chairwoman Fitzpatrick announced Agenda item 6.0. There were no questions or 
comments.  
 

 6.2      Executive Director Report. 
 Jim Karpiak reported on the following:  

 
• Operations Update – staff continue to telework 75% of the time per 

CNRA guidance; staff members rotate time in the office to ensure 
social distancing and the safety of employees. 

• Meetings will continue to occur via teleconference for the time being. 
CVMC staff is working with CNRA in hopes of having a November    
Zoom Board Meeting. 

• Trails Projects Update – staff is waiting on County and State directives 
in terms of gatherings for the Indio Trail grand opening and is hopeful 
that it will occur sometime in the next couple of months. The Long 
Canyon trail work is underway with the license with the Metropolitan 
Water District beginning on October 1st. Shortly after, staff will be 
working on completing the trail marking which should take about a 
month and then the trail will be ready for the grand opening. As for 
new trails, staff is working with several partners on a new trails ”wish 
list”. The areas being considered for new trails include: Fargo 
Canyon, possibly a connection between Blind Canyon and Little 
Morongo Canyon in Desert Hot Springs; a connection trail between 
the Chuckwalla Trail in Rancho; a connection trail to the Bad Lands 
Golf Center Trail going east toward Coachella;  trails in the lower 
Pushawalla Canyon near the Coachella Valley Preserve; a connector 
trail near the Cathedral City Cove and near Coral Mountain in La 
Quinta. 
 

 6.3 Board Member comments and reports. 
  No comments or questions from the board were made. 
   
7.0  Adjourn to the November 9, 2020 meeting at 3:00 p.m. 

Chairwoman Kathleen Fitzpatrick adjourned the meeting without objection at 3:51 
pm.  
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