
COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY 
September 13, 2021 - 3:00 p.m. 

 
MICROSOFT TEAMS VIDEO CONFERENCE 

and call in audio: (916) 573-2034   
Conference ID: 258260627# 

 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:      Matt Almy, Department of Finance 
    John Donnelly, Wildlife Conservation Board 

Kathleen Fitzpatrick, City of La Quinta (Chairwoman)  
Gary Gardner, City of Desert Hot Springs (Vice Chairman) 
Beatriz Gonzalez, State Assembly Appointee 
Elaine Holmes, City of Indio 
Megan Jacinto, City of Coachella 
Kathleen Kelly, City of Palm Desert 
Richard Kim, California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Rita Lamb, City of Cathedral City 
Margaret Park, Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
V. Manuel Perez, Riverside County 
Steve Quartieri, California State Parks 
Greg Sanders, City of Indian Wells 
Andrea Scharffer, Natural Resources Agency 
Joan Taylor, Governor’s Appointee 
Christopher Tracy, University of California, Riverside  
Ellen Lloyd Trover, Senate Rules Committee Appointee      
Ted Weill, City of Rancho Mirage  
Dennis Woods, City of Palm Springs 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None.  

 
STAFF PRESENT:  Jim Karpiak, Executive Director 

Diana Rosas, Associate Governmental Program Analyst 
Abriana Elms, Staff Services Analyst  
 

OTHERS PRESENT:   Tammy Martin, Friends of the Desert Mountains 
    Jennifer Prado, Friends of the Desert Mountains 
    Gretchen Gutierrez, Desert Valley Builders Association  
    Stacy Gorin, Southern California Mountains Foundation  
    Matthew McCue, Palm Springs Cemetery District 
    Buford Crites, Member of the Public  
   



1.0      Call to Order & Introductions 
Chairwoman Kathleen Fitzpatrick declared a quorum with 19 voting members present 
at 3:00 p.m.  
 

2.0      Approval of July 12, 2021 Meeting Minutes  
A motion was made and seconded (Fitzpatrick/Weill) to approve the minutes of the 
July 12, 2021 meeting; the motion passed with four abstentions; Almy, Park, Perez 
and Tracy.   

 
3.0 Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 

No public comments were made.  
  
4.0 Closed Session  

No closed session was scheduled for this meeting.  
 

5.0 Action items – Public Hearing  
 

5.1 Resolution of Appreciation for Buford Crites.   
 
Jim Karpiak summarized item 5.1 as presented in the staff report.  
 
Gretchen Gutierrez, John Donnelly, Joan Taylor, Beatriz Gonzalez, Rita Lamb, and 
Kathleen Fitzpatrick all expressed their appreciation to Buford for his knowledge; 
support and dedication to this board and the Coachella Valley. Congratulations and 
happy retirement to Buford.  
 
A motion was made and seconded (Taylor/Trover) approving a resolution of 
appreciation for Buford Crites. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
5.2  Update on Thirteenth Funding Round of Proposition 1 Grant Program.  

 
Diana Rosas summarized item 5.2 as presented in the staff report.  

  
 Dennis Woods asked how much Proposition 1 funding remains to spend. Diana 
responded that $2.4 million is left and recommended that the four applications be 
funded as they do fulfill Proposition 1 objectives and will still leave plenty of money for 
other projects. There were no further comments or questions.  

 
5.3 Adoption of Resolution 2021-15 approving an Infrastructure Grant from the 

Proposition 1 Local Assistance Grant Program to the Coachella Valley Public 
Cemetery District for its Water Management System Project. 



Diana Rosas summarized item 5.3 as presented in the staff report. Matthew McCue 
from the Palm Springs Cemetery District was also in attendance and available for 
questions. 
 
Dennis Woods asked about the grass irrigation and whether the District has 
considered reducing the amount of turf to save water. Matthew McCue responded that 
the cemetery constantly strives to conserve water, but customers prefer trees and turf, 
so removal would be problematic. Ellen Trover added that as the cemetery is old, 
trying to drastically change the landscape would be costly and take significant time. 
Also, by helping the cemetery reduce water usage without many restrictions would be 
beneficial immediately. 

   
A motion was made and seconded (Tracy/Kelly) approving an Infrastructure Grant 
from the Proposition 1 local assistance grant program to the Coachella Valley Public 
Cemetery District in an amount not to exceed $54,100.00 for its Water Management 
System Project. The motion passed with one board member voting no.  

 
5.4  Adoption of Resolution 2021-16 approving a Restoration Grant from the 

Proposition 1 Local Assistance Grant Program to the Southern California 
Mountains Foundation for its Palm Canyon Watershed Restoration Project.   

 
Diana Rosas summarized item 5.4 as presented in the staff report. Stacy Gorin 
Executive Director of the Southern California Mountains Foundation (SCMF) was also 
in attendance and available to answer questions.  
 
Dennis Woods asked whether burning tamarisk or applying herbicide is better. Diana 
responded that it depends on the location. Stacy added that SCMF is not trained to 
burn and there are limits to burning on forest service property. Therefore, SCMF has 
proposed cutting and herbicide application. Kathleen noted that in her experience 
herbicide is probably more effective than burning. Chris Tracy also stated that 
cutting/herbicide application is much more targeted and does not affect the 
surrounding invasive species.  

 
A motion was made and seconded (Weill/Holmes) approving a Proposition 1 local 
assistance grant to the Southern California Mountains Foundation in an amount not 
to exceed $182,264 for its Palm Canyon Watershed Restoration Project. The motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
5.5 Presentation from the Southern California Mountains Foundation on its 

Coachella Valley Conservation Corps Center Project. 



Jim introduced Executive Director Stacy Gorin from the Southern California Mountains 
Foundation who gave a brief presentation on the Urban Conservation Corps 
Conservation Center Project.  
 

 5.6  Discussion on Funding Policy on Salton Sea Area Projects.   

 Jim Karpiak summarized item 5.6 as presented in the staff report. 

Gary Gardner, Joan Taylor and Rita Lamb all concurred with Jim and agreed that we 
should focus more on the Conservancy’s conservation mission. Supervisor V. Manuel 
Perez asked whether staff had spoken with Patrick O’Dowd at the Salton Sea 
Authority about the harbor dredging project that SSA canceled. Jim stated that he had 
spoken with Patrick, and SSA is looking at a different project to provide access to the 
Sea and may make a future application to the Conservancy for funding.  The remaining 
funds from the canceled dredging grant are held by the Conservancy. Matt Almy asked 
if there is way to enhance the process and coordinate projects on the front end to 
assure that the Conservancy funds implement the overall restoration plan for the Sea; 
Jim responded that we always do that and the issue with the dredging project was that 
the SSA’s plans changed after the grant was funded and work had begun.  

 5.7 Approving the Annual Budget of the Coachella Valley Desert and Mountains 
Recreation and Conservation Authority for Fiscal Year 2021-22. 

 Jim Karpiak summarized item 5.7 as presented in the staff report.  

It was noted for the record that Kathleen Fitzpatrick also serves on the Coachella 
Valley Desert and Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority Board, but the 
attorney general has advised that as an unpaid board member of a joint powers 
authority no conflict exists, so no recusal is required.   
 
A motion was made and seconded (Gardner/Kelly) approving the FY 2021-22 work 
program and budget of the Authority with one abstention; Almy. 
 

6.0     Reports 
 
 6.1 Written reports from staff.  

There were no other questions or discussion from the Board.  
 

 6.2      Executive Director Report. 
 
Jim Karpiak reported on the following:  
  



• Coachella Valley Desert and Mountains Recreation and Conservation 
Authority Updates - Joint Powers Authority hired George Raymond as 
project coordinator for its trails and signage improvement project. 
 

• Trails Projects – Trails projects are ramping up now with the weather 
cooling off. We expect to complete the Long Canyon Trail signage next 
month with a Grand Opening later this fall. Jim is currently working on 
the real estate negotiations and discussions with regulatory agencies to 
prepare the EA for the new trails approved conceptually at the last 
meeting, 
 

• Shumway Ranch – DRD has contracted for the restrooms and pavilion 
using existing DRD vendors. The bid process for the grading work is 
underway, and assuming bids come in within budget, construction is set 
to begin in November.  

 
• CVMC Budget Update – our potential gap for the current fiscal year 

appears to be resolved, so at this point we are not planning to close our 
office. Our conceptual proposals for increases in the FY 22-23 budget 
changes were approved at the CNRA, so if they survive the remainder 
of the legislative process, we will be in a better position next year. Staff 
also submitted some conceptual proposals to CNRA for some new 
programs to be funded out of the general fund surplus that remain under 
consideration. One program would focus on preservation of carbon 
sinks in the desert, and the other to implement the 30 x 30 program in 
conjunction with local cities. Lastly, the Section 6 application that was 
submitted on behalf of Oswit Land Trust for the purchase of Mesquite 
Ridge land at the end of Mesquite Avenue in Palm Springs was 
approved. The project will receive $1.2 Million, and the total appraised 
value is $1.8 million; a CVMC contribution to the local share will be 
brought to the board at a future meeting for approval as a grant.     
 

 6.3 Board Member comments and reports.   
  

Kathleen asked about the Shumway tour and how that went. Jim responded that there 
were 8 board members and some guests in attendance. The group toured the 
buildings and were given some background about the property and its history. Gary 
Gardner echoed Jim, expressing his excitement and appreciation for the property.  
 



John Donnelly asked about the name of the Section 6 project. Jim responded 
Mesquite Ridge, and that it is a PBS Recovery Grant.  
 
Gary Gardner asked about the next meeting and if it will be in person and or via 
Teams. Jim responded that pursuant to CNRA recommendations, it likely will be held 
virtually unless guidance changes.  
 
There were no other comments or questions.  

 
7.0  Adjourn to the November 8, 2021 meeting at 3:00 p.m. 

Chairwoman Kathleen Fitzpatrick adjourned the meeting without objection at 4:15 pm.  
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