
COACHELLA VALLEY MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY 
January 10, 2022 - 3:00 p.m. 

 
MICROSOFT TEAMS VIDEO CONFERENCE 

and call-in audio: (916) 573-2034   
Conference ID: 575901780# 

 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Kathleen Fitzpatrick, City of La Quinta  

Gary Gardner, City of Desert Hot Springs (Chair) 
Beatriz Gonzalez, State Assembly Appointee 
Elaine Holmes, City of Indio 
Kathleen Kelly, City of Palm Desert 
Richard Kim, California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Rita Lamb, City of Cathedral City (Vice Chairwoman)  
Sally Lukenbill, Department of Finance  
Reid Milanovich, Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Steve Quartieri, California State Parks 
Greg Sanders, City of Indian Wells 
Andrea Scharffer, Natural Resources Agency 
Joan Taylor, Governor’s Appointee 
Christopher Tracy, University of California, Riverside  
Ellen Lloyd Trover, Senate Rules Committee Appointee      
Ted Weill, City of Rancho Mirage  
Dennis Woods, City of Palm Springs 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: John Donnelly, Wildlife Conservation Board 

Megan Jacinto, City of Coachella 
V. Manuel Perez, Riverside County 
 

STAFF PRESENT:  Jim Karpiak, Executive Director 
    Kerrie Godfrey, Associate Director  

Diana Rosas, Associate Governmental Program Analyst 
Abriana Elms, Staff Services Analyst  
 

OTHERS PRESENT:   James Danoff-Burg, The Living Desert  
    Stacy Gorin, Southern California Mountains Foundation  
    Frazier Haney, The Wildlands Conservancy 

Tammy Martin, Friends of the Desert Mountains 
John McCarthy, Q3 Consulting 
Ginny Short, Center for Natural Lands Management  
Jack Thompson, The Wildlands Conservancy 



      
 
NOTE: The State of California continues to carry out essential business with modifications 
as needed to maintain physical distancing and help prevent the spread of COVID-19. In 
accordance with AB 361, signed into law September 16, 2021, meetings may be completely 
virtual and meeting notices may be updated to reflect the move to telephone or web-based 
meeting. Meetings still must provide for public observation and input and must still be noticed 
in advance. This meeting complied with those requirements. 
 
   
1.0      Call to Order & Introductions 

Chairwoman Kathleen Fitzpatrick declared a quorum with 13 voting members present 
at 3:00 p.m. Subsequently, two additional board members arrived after the roll call 
bringing the quorum to 15 voting members present.  
 

2.0      Approval of November 8, 2021, and December 6, 2021, Meeting Minutes  
A motion was made and seconded (Weill/Taylor) to approve the minutes of the 
November 8, 2021, and December 6, 2021, meeting; the motion passed with two 
abstentions.  

 
3.0 Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 

No public comments were made.  
  
4.0 Closed Session  

No closed session was scheduled for this meeting.  
 

5.0 Action items – Public Hearing  
 

5.1 Elections of Chair and Vice Chair. 
 A motion was made and seconded (Lamb/Weill/Fitzpatrick) to nominate Gary 

Gardner as Chair and Rita Lamb as the Vice Chair. The motion passed 
unanimously. Chair Gardner continued with the meeting. 

 
5.2 Adoption of Resolution 2022-01 approving a Proposition 68 Infrastructure 

Grant to the Living Desert Zoo and Gardens for its Signs of Nature Project.  
 

Jim Karpiak summarized item 5.2 as presented in the staff report. James Danoff-Burg 
from the Living Desert was available for questions. Ted Weill noted for the record that 
he is an unpaid advisor at the Living Desert Zoo and Gardens, but since the attorney 
general has advised that as an unpaid board member of a nonprofit organization, no 
conflict exists so no recusal is required. 

  



James Danoff-Burg added that the sign content will reflect current norms in 
conservation. More and more communities have a voice in what is being shared, and 
TLD is grateful to be able to undertake the outreach to achieve that here. He also 
noted that this project arose from a suggestion by Gary Gardner. Kathleen Fitzpatrick 
stated that this is a great use of Proposition 68 grant funds, outreaching into our 
communities to provide both trail information and education about local wildlife habitat. 
Gary Gardner also echoed Kathleen’s excitement about bringing these signs to Desert 
Hot Springs; an added benefit is to hopefully reduce the dumping problem. There were 
no further comments or questions. 
  
A motion was made and seconded (Fitzpatrick/Kelly) approving a Proposition 68 
Infrastructure grant to the Living Desert Zoo and Gardens in an amount not to exceed 
$53,856.00 for its proposed Signs of Nature project. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
5.3 Consideration of Acquisition Priorities 2022. 
 
Kerrie Godfrey summarized item 5.3 as presented in the staff report and Jim Karpiak 
reviewed the minor changes to the Priorities. There were no comments or questions. 
 
A motion was made and seconded (Taylor/Sanders) approving the attached revised 
Acquisition Priorities 2022. The motion passed unanimously.   

  
5.4  Update and Discussion on the Wildlands Conservancy Whitewater Preserve 

Flood Control Project.  
 

Jim Karpiak summarized item 5.4 as presented in the staff report. Jack Thompson 
from The Wildlands Conservancy (TWC) and John McCarthy from Q3 Consulting were 
also in attendance and available for questions.  
 
Jack Thompson stated that Riverside County on behalf of TWC will be submitting the 
application to CVCC for the Joint Project Review. That takes about 75-days to 
process, then there is a 90-day period for Riverside County to process the grading 
permit. TWC estimates they will have permits in July. At that time, they hope to have 
a better project timeline. Jack noted that fundraising for the project is not completed. 
Many sources of potential grants are the same resource agencies (e.g., the CA 
Wildlife Conservation Board and US Fish and Wildlife Service) that are involved in the 
permitting reviews, so TWC is currently working on the permits first. Jim Karpiak added 
that TWC requested a one-year extension on the design grant agreement, but given 
the permitting uncertainties, he plans an approximately 3-month extension to get a 
better sense of the entitlement situation. The board had no comments. 



5.5 Presentation from the Center for Natural Lands Management on its Desert 
Pupfish Refuge Habitat Restoration Project and Dos Palmas Core Marsh Burn 
and Restoration Project. 

 
Diana introduced Ginny Short from Center for Natural Lands Management (CNLM) 
who made a presentation on its Desert Pupfish Refuge Habitat Restoration and Dos 
Palmas Core Marsh Burn and Restoration projects.  
 
James Danoff-Burg added that there are pupfish that are usually present all year just 
south east of the rail line, and also at the mouth of Salt Creek near the Salton Sea. 
This is the area where the Living Desert is working to control tamarisk for the benefit 
of the desert pupfish with CVMC funding. There were no further comments or 
questions.  

 
6.0     Reports 
 
 6.1 Written reports from staff.  
 

There were no other questions or discussion from the Board.  
 

 6.2      Executive Director Report. 
 
Jim Karpiak reported on the following:  
  

• Trails Projects – The CVDMRCA existing trails project completed work 
at Long Canyon and is now at work at the Indio Badlands Trail. Then 
CVDMRCA will work on trail repairs and signage installation on the  next 
seven trails that have been selected as priorities in Palm Springs, 
Rancho Mirage, Palm Desert, and La Quinta, which will most likely take 
the rest of this season. In the fall, CVDMRCA will move to Kim Nichol, 
Big Morongo and Coachella Valley Preserve trails.  

• Shumway Ranch Improvements – Construction is finally underway, as 
grading of the road began last week and continued thru this week. There 
was a minor issue with the electricity, but otherwise no obstacles.  

• JEDI policy preparation – Jim continues to work on the draft JEDI policy 
in the next couple of months, hoping to bring it to the board this summer 
for consideration.   

• CRCA applications to be considered at the March Meeting – The CRCA 
applications are due on February 11th. At this time staff expects at least 
11 applications.  Jim is looking for some board volunteers to help review 



the proposals along with a couple of outside experts. If you are 
interested, please call and or email Jim. Staff’s goal it so make grant 
awards at the March board meeting.  

• Next Board Meeting- The Governor has extended the emergency order 
that allows us to meet via Teams from January 31, 2022, to March 31, 
2022, so the March meeting will be held via Teams and we will wait on 
further direction from the state about resuming in-person meetings in 
May. 
 

 6.3 Board Member comments and reports.  
 

There were no comments or questions.  
 
7.0  Adjourn to the March 14, 2022, meeting at 3:00 p.m. 

Chair Gary Gardner adjourned the meeting without objection at 4:08 pm.  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy 
Acquisition Priorities 

2022 
 

The Conservancy’s mission under state law is to protect lands with “open-space, wildlife, 
scenic, environmental, anthropological, cultural, scientific, educational and recreational 
resources”, including both mountainous lands surrounding the Coachella Valley and natural 
community conservation lands as identified in the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat 
Conservation Plan (“CVMSHCP”). The priorities set forth here update and revise the 
Acquisition Priorities set by the Conservancy Board in January 2020. The priorities establish 
initial criteria for evaluating potential acquisitions (or applications for grants for acquisitions), 
with the understanding that ranking particular properties can be a subjective exercise and 
that the circumstances surrounding the availability of willing sellers or funds to support 
purchases will necessitate careful analysis of each site.   
 
All acquisition properties must be within a CVMSHCP Conservation Area or if outside, must 
directly support the CVMSHCP or significantly assist in fulfilling California’s 30 by 30 
objectives, and must preserve or promote one or more of the following conservation 
objectives: 
 

• Biological resources, such as important plant or wildlife habitat or hydrologic features 
or potential to enhance carbon sequestration 

• Cultural resources 
• Recreational options consistent with habitat values 
• Significant scenic attributes. 

 
In general, properties that fulfill more than one of the conservation objectives will be preferred 
for acquisition to those that meet only one objective.  However, each potential acquisition site 
is unique and the ultimate decisions on acquisition will rest with the Conservancy’s board.   
 
Other attributes or factors in establishing priority: 
 

• Likelihood of imminent or future development  
• Potential to expand access to open space for historically underserved communities 
• Importance for responding to climate change, such as sites for vegetation projects to 

enhance carbon sequestration 
• Partnership or fund leveraging opportunities  
• Potential for future transfer to federal or local agency or non-profit organization 
• Adjacent to or near other conservation holdings where cooperative monitoring and 

management is feasible 



• Availability of public agency or nonprofit entity to take and hold title 
• Funding options for future management and monitoring  
• Rising land values in area 
• Potential for use as part of other Conservancy program, e.g., habitat restoration or 

trail or other outdoor recreational projects 
• Other special circumstances, e.g., seller motivation, foreclosure or tax sale offering, 

property condition, presence of improvements or hazardous materials. 
 

The Conservancy’s jurisdiction, which matches the CVMSHCP territory, includes 1.2 million 
acres, stretching from the Banning pass on the west, to the top third of the Salton Sea on the 
east, to Joshua Tree National Park (JTNP) on the north and to the Santa Rosa & San Jacinto 
Mountains National Monument (SRSJNM) on the south. The CVMSHCP has designated 21 
habitat conservation areas (map attached as Exhibit A) and protects 40 covered species 
throughout the Coachella Valley. Under the CVHSHCP, approximately 747,000 acres will 
eventually need to be conserved.   
 
The following updated list highlights recent progress the Conservancy and its partners have 
made in key conservation areas and shows where our priorities will be in the coming years: 

 
 San Jacinto Mountains (including the Chino Cone area) and Santa Rosa Mountains 

alluvial fans (in La Quinta, Oasis, Thermal, Vista Santa Rosa, Snowcreek and Palm Hills) 
– contain cultural resources, scenic resources within and adjacent to the SRSJNM and 
significant habitat values for Peninsular bighorn sheep, along with future recreational 
options.  Major recent acquisitions have included the 640 - acre Shumway Ranch, 114+ 
acre - Oswit Canyon, 560 acres known as Shadowrock and Angel Cove, 640 acres known 
as the Schlesinger property, 481 acres in the San Jacinto Mountains above Snowcreek, 
and a 42+ acre site in Palm Springs known as the Rimrock property.  Efforts are continuing 
to acquire the remaining critical properties in or near the SRSJM.   
 

 Lake Cahuilla shoreline – protects this unique historical shoreline and important cultural 
resource area from potential development and connects it to other conservation areas. 
The Conservancy board has approved several acquisition grants to our partners here, 
and while purchase activity has slowed down, we remain open to prospective acquisitions. 
While most major private holdings here have been conserved, efforts are continuing to 
acquire the remaining critical properties in or near the shoreline.   
 

 Stubbe Canyon corridor – includes significant wildlife corridor between the San Jacinto 
and San Bernardino Mountains, sand transport essential areas and high-quality riparian 
habitat, as well as trail alignment opportunities. Due to the threat of development, the 
Conservancy has been very active in this area.  As the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail 
passes through and is adjacent to several of the conservation parcels, there are future 



trail alignment opportunities as well. We continue to negotiate with willing sellers in this 
area.  
 

 Sand transport areas in Upper Mission Creek/Big Morongo Canyon, Willow Hole, 
Thousand Palms and Edom Hill areas – where many parcels provide excellent habitat for 
the Coachella Valley Fringed-Toed Lizard (CVFTL), Coachella Valley milkvetch, 
Coachella valley round-tailed ground squirrel, and Palm Springs pocket mouse.  The 
Conservancy has focused heavily on acquisitions in these areas, succeeding in acquiring 
a good portion of the “low hanging fruit” to date.  Many remaining sites contain cultural 
resources and could provide trail alignment opportunities.  As there remains a significant 
threat of development, we are always open to opportunities to acquire additional 
properties in this area. Recently, using Federal Endangered Species Act funds along with 
Conservancy bond funds, we facilitated the conservation purchase of 481 acres adjacent 
to this conservation area and the Sand to Snow National Monument that were proposed 
for a major housing development.  
 

 Thermal Canyon/Mecca Hills/Orocopia Mountains Wilderness areas, including portions of 
the Desert Tortoise/Linkage, West Deception Canyon and the Indio Hills/JTNP Linkage 
Conservation Areas - which contain significant desert dry wash woodland and significant 
historical resources due to their proximity to the Colorado River Aqueduct.  They also 
serve potential as linkages for wildlife movement corridors among several significant 
canyons, and some represent future trail opportunities. Efforts are ongoing as willing 
sellers approach us desiring to sell their properties in this area.  We especially hope that 
eventually the Paradise Valley site may become available.   
 

 Indio Hills/ JTNP Linkage Conservation Area – contains habitat, public access to future 
State Park facilities and quality “wilderness” area and was the location of the 
Conservancy’s largest partnership acquisition project of approximately 8,881. In recent 
years, the Conservancy has continued our acquisition efforts in areas bordering JTNP. 
The long-term goal is to transfer many properties to the Park Service for inclusion into 
JTNP.  The Conservancy is also working to connect trails from the valley to existing JTNP 
trails. 
 

 Dos Palmas Conservation Area – contains existing valuable habitat as well as future 
potential linkages for wildlife movement and connects to other publicly owned land in the 
Dos Palmas ACEC.  Due to the location near the Salton Sea, parcels here may host future 
cooperative restoration projects using water bond funding.   In the last several years, this 
has been an active area for acquisition work, which is expected to continue. 
 

 Stormwater Channel and Delta Conservation Area – features rare wetland habitat and 
serves protected riparian birds and other species, provides opportunities for habitat 



restoration or water quality cooperative projects near the Salton Sea and enhances the 
CVMSHCP efforts to acquire a large area of continuously conserved parcels.   Since 
2014, we have acquired several hundred acres here, many of which contain wetlands 
areas that are now being restored with Conservancy funding.   

 
On the attached Exhibits B and C, the areas in dark green portray the areas in the East and 
West Valley conserved up to 9/30/21.                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approved by the Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy Board on January 10, 2022. 
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