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COACHELLA VALLEY DESERT AND MOUNTAINS RECREATION AND 
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 

 
Friday March 6, 2026, 9:00 am 

 
Note: This is an in-person meeting which will be held at: 

 
45-871 Clinton Street 

Indio, CA 92201 
 

For Questions Contact: 
Abriana Elms at aelms@cvmc.ca.gov or (760) 776-5026. 

AGENDA 
 

ACTION MAY RESULT ONLY ON ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA. 
THIS MEETING IS ACCESSIBLE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

1. Call to Order – The Chair will determine if there is a quorum.  If a quorum is met, the 
meeting will be called to order. 
 

2. Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items – The public may comment on items not on 
the agenda. 
 

3. Discussion/Action Items – The items below will be open for discussion and possible 
action will be taken. 

 
A. Approval of April 15, 2025, Meeting Minutes (See Attachment 1) – Previous 

meeting minutes will be reviewed and voted on by the Conservation Authority. 
 

B. Election of Officers – The board will vote on officers. (See Attachment 2) 
 

C. Audited Financial Statements for the Year Ended on June 30, 2025 (See 
Attachment 3) – C.J. Brown & Company, CPAs will share audit results. The Board 
will vote regarding acceptance of the audited financials. If approved, the auditors 
will file the report with the California State Controller’s office.  

 
D. Updates on West Deception Trail, Four New Trails Projects, and Shumway Ranch 

(See Attachment 4) – Desert Recreation District will present on updates regarding 
trails and Shumway Ranch.  
 

4. Board member Comments or Announcements – Board members will provide any 
additional updates.  This is an informational item. 
 

5. Propose next meeting date – board members will discuss next meeting date.  
 

6. Adjournment – The Chair will adjourn the meeting. 
 

mailto:aelms@cvmc.ca.gov
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Contact: 

 
This meeting notice and agenda, and any available meeting materials, will be posted on the 
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy webpage. These records are also available for 
public inspection upon request. If you need further information prior to the meeting, please 
contact the Conservancy by phone at (760) 776-5026 or by visiting our office located at 42-
600 Cook Street, Ste 219, Palm Desert, CA 92211. 
 
Public Participation: 
 
In accordance with the Brown Act, all meetings of the Conservation Authority are open to the 
public. Discussion and action may be taken on any item on the Conservation Authority’s  
meeting agenda. The time and order of agenda items are approximate and subject to change 
at the discretion of the Chair or their designee to facilitate the effective transaction of business. 
 
The public will be provided the opportunity to address each agenda item during discussion or 
consideration by the Conservation Authority or prior to the Conservation Authority taking any 
action on said item. The Conservation Authority will provide members of the public with an 
opportunity to make public comments during the meeting on any issues before the 
Conservation Authority, but the Chair or their designee, at their discretion, may apportion 
available time among those who wish to make public comment during the meeting. Individuals 
may also make public comment to the Conservation Authority regarding items not on the 
agenda; however, the Conservation Authority cannot discuss or take official action on these 
items during the same meeting.  
 
Members of the public may but are not obligated to provide their names or personal 
information as a condition of observing or participating in the meeting. 
 
Accessibility: 
 
Meetings of the Conservation Authority are open to the public. Public meetings are held in 
barrier free facilities that are accessible to those with physical disabilities in accordance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). If you are a person with a disability requiring 
disability-related modifications or accommodations to participate in the meeting, including 
auxiliary aids or services, or if you require documents be made available in an alternate format 
or another language or require an interpreter at the meeting, please contact the Conservancy 
by phone at (760) 776-5026 or by visiting our office located at 42-600 Cook Street, Ste. 219, 
Palm Desert, CA 92211. Requests should be made as soon as possible, but at least 24 hours 
prior to the scheduled meeting. You may also dial a voice TTY/TDD/Speech-to-Speech 
Communications Assistant at 7-1-1.  
  



 

 

3 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 –March 6, 2026 

Agenda Item 3A  Approval of April 15, 2025, Meeting Minutes  

 
COACHELLA VALLEY DESERT AND MOUNTAINS RECREATION AND 

CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
 

Tuesday April 15, 2025, 1:00 pm 
 

Parkview Professional Building 
73-710 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 101 

Palm Desert, CA  92260 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kathleen Brundige, Coachella Valley Conservation 
 Commission (CVCC) (Chair)  

Kevin Kalman, Desert Recreation District (DRD) 
Elizabeth King, Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy 
(CVMC)  

   
MEMBERS ABSENT: Gary Gardner, Coachella Valley Mountains   Conservancy 

(CVMC) 
 Karina Rodriguez, Desert Recreation District (DRD) 
 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Elizabeth King, CVDMRCA Executive Officer 
 Diana Rosas, CVMC Associate Director 
 Maximiliano Ochoa, CVMC Project Coordinator 
 Abriana Elms, CVMC Administrative Coordinator 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Will Steichen, CVCC Conservation Ranger Coordinator 
    
 

1.0  Call to Order 
Chair Kathleen Brundige called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm and declared a 
quorum with three voting members present. (Gary Gardner and Karina 
Rodriguez were absent.)  

 
2.0  Approval of Minutes from February 25, 2025, Meeting: 

Chair Brundige asked for changes or corrections. Chair Brundige asked for and 
received a motion and a second (King/Kalman) to approve the February 25, 
2025, minutes. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

3.0  Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
 There were no comments or questions.  
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4.0  Discussion/Action 
 

A. Request for Approval of the Coachella Valley Desert and Mountains 
Recreation and Conservation Authority Fiscal Year 2025-26 Budget.   

 
Chair Brundige introduced General Manager Kevin Kalman, Desert Recreation 
District (DRD), who presented the Coachella Valley Desert and Mountains 
Recreation and Conservation Authority (CVDMRCA) Fiscal Year 2025-26 
Budget as presented in the staff report. 
 
Chair Brundige asked about the Shumway Ranch user fees projected in the staff 
report and if that was close to the same amount as last year. Board Member 
Kalman responded that it is not the same amount as last year. Last year was 
budgeted at $10,000. Executive Officer Elizabeth King asked if DRD has the 
right to accept user fees. Board Member Kalman responded that DRD can only 
accept user fees from the approved groups. Board Member Kalman further 
added that there are provisions/guidelines in place that require CVDMRCA 
approval; specifically pertaining to larger non-partner groups as set forth in the 
provisions to avoid overuse of the property. Executive Officer King asked if the 
guidelines are part of the by-laws. Board Member Kalman responded that it is a 
stand-alone document that he will send to Executive Officer King. Chair 
Brundige asked if the CVDMRCA is open to advertising as a destination for 
weddings. Executive Officer King commented that the CVDMRCA is open to 
that but in moderation to not disturb the local communities. It was also noted 
that the use of the structures would most likely be off limits until safety repairs 
are made. Associate Director Diana Rosas, Coachella Valley Mountains 
Conservancy (CVMC), added that staff are scheduled to meet with the Urban 
Conservation Corp to discuss potential use of the property. Chair Brundige also 
inquired about using the facility for ranger training and it was concluded that the 
property would be good use for training as well.  
 
There were no further comments or questions from the board. A motion was 
made and seconded (King/Kalman) approving the Fiscal Year 2025-26 budget 
which passed unanimously.  
 
B. Approval of Diana Rosas Acting Executive Officer from August- October 

2025.   
 

Executive Officer King gave a brief update on appointing Diana Rosas as the 
Acting Executive Officer of the CVDMRCA while King is out on maternity 
leave.  
 
There were no comments or questions from the board. A motion was made and 
seconded (King/Kalman) approving Diana Rosas to serve as Acting Executive 
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Officer of the CVDMRCA from August- October 2025 or as longas the Maternity 
Leave persists.  

 
C.      Presentation by the Coachella Valley Conservation Commission. 

 
Chair Brundige introduced Will Steichen, CVCC’s Conservation Ranger 
Coordinator. Will Steichen provided an ordinance update that included a 
general program overview, as well as progress on grant timelines, stakeholder 
engagement, ordinance development, program design, and other key 
implementation milestones.    
 
Board Member Kalman expressed his excitement for all the progress made so 
far. Chair Brundige added that the Park Ranger Association of California has 
different certification standards as compared to the College of the Desert. The 
roadblock now is trying to work that out so that one training course can be 
taken to get certified/approved. Board Member Kalman asked how many field 
work hours are required to obtain certification. Steichen responded that field 
hours are a part of the certification process. In part CVCC has also been 
working with the Urban Conservation Corp (UCC) and has discussed 
incorporating training they receive and how that qualifies with the Park 
Rangers Association. The Parks Rangers Association certifies generalist 
rangers and consists of a few hundred hours of interpretation training and 
about 100 hours of enforcement tactical training. The one training that 
everyone will go through regardless of whether they are enforcement rangers 
or not is PC832, a basic weeklong training to become a peace officer, but does 
not meet the standards for the Park Rangers Association so additional 
enforcement training will be required. Chair Brundige also pointed out that 
discussions were had with the UCC and encompassing what can be done to 
prepare the cadets early on.  
 
There were no further comments or questions from the board. 
 
D.       Status update Land Management Capacity Building Project       

 38500000CRCA0009. 
 
Executive Officer King gave an update on the Land Management Capacity 
Building Project. With the recent vacancy of the position funded by this grant, 
the remainder of the grant is approximately $70,000, which is not enough to 
cover a one-year full-time position. It is being proposed that the Desert 
Recreation District cover the additional fifty percent to hire a new person to finish 
out the term of the grant. The main projects that need to be finished are the four 
trails project, the West Deception trails project and Shumway repairs. 
 



 

 

6 
 

Board Member Kalman concurred with the proposal and is in favor of moving 
forward. Chair Brundige added that there should be more opportunities with the 
existing contract already in place between CVCC and DRD to potentially keep 
this position in place once the grant term has ended. 

   
There were no further comments or questions from the board. 

 
5.0  Director Comments or Announcements 
  There were no additional director comments or announcements. 
   
6.0 Meeting was adjourned at 1:40 p.m. The next meeting will be set by staff 

coordinating with the Chair. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 –March 6, 2026 

Agenda Item 3B Election of Officers for the Coachella Valley Desert and Mountains 
Recreation and Conservation Authority (CVDMRCA) – The board will 
vote on officers.  
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ATTACHMENT 3 – March 6, 2026 

Agenda Item 3B  Audited Financial Statements for the Year Ended on June 30, 2025. -C.J. 
Brown & Company, CPAs will share audit results. The Board will vote 
regarding acceptance of the audited financials. If approved, the auditors 
will file the report with the California State Controller’s office. 
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ATTACHMENT 4 – March 6, 2026 

Agenda Item 3C  Updates on West Deception Trail, Four New Trails Projects, and 
Shumway Ranch – Desert Recreation District will present on updates 
regarding trails and Shumway Ranch. 
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